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THERE  is  fcarce  any  ftory  fa  little  known,  for 
one  fo  popular,  as  that  of  Robin  Hood  and 
Little  John.  Numbers  there  are  who  look  upon 
all  that  is  faid  of  them  as  fabulous ;  and  believe  them 
P  (like  the  Heroes  and  Gods  of  Homer  and  Ovid)  to 
have  exifted  no  where  but  in  The  fertile  brain  ot  an 
'  inventing  poet.  Nor  is  this  the  opinion  of  an  un¬ 
thinking  people  ;  I  have  often  heard  it  asserted  by 
ri\  men  of  good  fenfe;  but  that  they  are  grolsly  md- 
tnken  is  very  certain:  for  Ki^ig  Richard  the  Firk, 
tranfported  with  Zeal,  blindly  facrificed  every  thing 
*  _  to  it,  and  ruined  himfelf,  and  aimed  the  whoie 
ration,  ta  carry  on  a  war  againft  the  Infidels  in  the 
VH  Holy  Land,  where  he  went  in  perfan.  The  mtef- 
tine  troubles  of  England  W2re  very  great  at  that 
,  eO  time;  and  even  John,  the  King’s  brother,  caballeo 
'  to  dethrone  him,  and  take  poffeflion  of  his  king¬ 
dom.  This  was  an  opportunity  which  the  Outlaws 
and  Banditti  would  by  no  means  neglect,  and 
England  was  every  where  infelted  with  thieves  and 
robbers.  But  amongfl  thofe  none  made  fo  coniider- 
able  a  figure  as  Robin  Hood  ;  who,  as  Hiftor.ans 
afsure  us,  chiefly  ref.ded  in  Yorfcijure ;  hut :  who,  if 
3  we  may  give  any  credit  to  molt  of  our  old  Songs, 
was  very  converfmt  in  the  county  of  Nottingham. 
Befides  Little  John,  he  had  an  hundred  bowmen  in 
his  retinue,  but  none  but  the  rich  Hood  in  awe  of 
r  him  :  fo  f  ir  from  fpoiling  the  poor,  he  did  them  all 

I  the  good  that  lav  in  Ins  power.  Of  the  rich,  he 
-  ftldom  abufed  thole  he  robbed,  and  never  offered 
V  to  Hop  or  rifie  any  woman.  It  is  not  pofitively 
'  known  who  he  was;  but  the  general  opim«n  of 
'r-  Hiltorians  is,  that  he  was  a  Nobleman  ;  bv  birth 
noble,  and  created  an  Earl  for  fome  confiderable 
fervice  done  to  his  country  in  war.  But  having 
riotoufly  fpent  his  eftate,  he  took  that  way  of  living. 
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THERE  is  fcarce  any  ftory  fo  little  known*  for 
one  fo  popular,  as  that  of  Robin  Hood  and 
Little  John.  Numbers  there  are  who  look  upoj»  - 
all  that  is  faid  of  thei-n  as  fabulous and  believe  them 
(like  the  Heroes  and  Gods  of  Homer  and  Ovid)  to 
haveexifted  no  where  but  in  the  fertile  brain  ot  an. 
inventing  poet.  Nor  is  this  the  opinion  of  an  uri- 
thiaking  people  ;  I  have  often  heard  it  asserted  ,by 
men  of  good  fenfe;  but  that  they  are  grolsly  mif- 
taken  is  very  certain  :  for  K-i^ig  Richard  the  Firit, 
tranfported  with  zeal,  blindly  facrificed  every  thing 
to  it,  and  ruined  himfelf,  and  almoft  the  whole 
nation,  ta  carry  on  a  war  againft  the  Infidels  in  the 
Holy  Land,  where  he  went  in  perfan.  The  mtel- 
tipe  troubles  of  England  were  very  great  at  that 
time  ;  and  even  John,  the  King’s  brother,  caballea 
to  dethrone  him,  ^nd  take  poffeffion  of  his  king- 
dotn.  This  was  an  opportunity  whicl)  the  Outlaws 
and  Banditti  would  by  no  means  neglect,  and 
England  was  every  where  infefted  with  thieves  and 
robbers.  But  atnongft  thofe  none  made  fo  confider- 
able  a  figure  as  Robin  Hood  ;  who,  as  Hiftorians 
afsure  us,  chiefly  refided  in  Yorftflure ;  but  who,  if 
we  may  give  any  credit  to  molt  ctf  our  old  Songs, 

’  was  very  con verfant  in  the  county  of  Nottingham. 
Befides  Little  John,  he  had  an  hundred  bowmen  m 
his  retinue,  but  none  but  the  rich  flood  in  awe  of 
him  i  fo  far  from  fpoiling  the  poor,  he  did  them  all 
the  good  that  lay  in  his  power.  Of  the  rich,  he 
feldom  abufed  thole  he  robbed,  and  never  offered 
’  to  flop  or  rifle  any  woman.  It  is  not  pofitively 
known  who  he  was;  but  the  general  opinion  of 
•  Hiftorians  is,  that  he  was  a  Nobleman  ;  bv  birth 
noble,  and  created  an  Earl  for  fome  conficjerable 
fervice  done  to  his  country  in  war.  But  having 
-  riotoufly  fpent  his  eftate,  he  took  that  way  of  living, 
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rather  choofing  to  venture  his  life,  or  every  thing 
lie  got,  than  to  live  in  a  dependent  ftate,  and  be 
beholden  to  any  botty  for  his  bread.  Hubert, 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  Chief  Juftieiary  Of 
England,  endeavouring  all  he  could  to  .fupprefs 
thole  robbers  and  outlaws,  fet  a  very  confideiable 
price  upon  the  head  of  Robin  Hood,  and  leveral 
llratagenis  were  ufijd  to  apprehend  himj  but  all 
their  attempts  proved  fruitlefs.  Force  he  repelled 
by  force,  and  art  by  cunning;  till  falling  ill,  he 
went  (in  order  to  be  better  taken  care  of)  to  JCiik-, 
lees,  a  Nunnery,  in  Yorkfhire,  where  be  defired  to 
be  Jet  blood;  but  the  reward  fet  upon  his  head* 
being  very  confiderable,  it  proved  a  great  tempta¬ 
tion  to  fome  who  knew  him,  by  whom  he  Was  be¬ 
trayed  ;  and  inftead  of  bleeding,  as  he  defired,  he 
was  blooded  to  death  about  the  latter  end  of  13u5. 
As  to  the  following  Song  with  which  we  fliall 
begin  this  collection,  I  think  I  need  not  fay  apy 
thing  in  commendation  of  it,  being  the  molt  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  one  of  the  oldeft  extant  on  that  fubjeCt. 
One  thing  we  mull  o'bferve  in  reading  it,  and  that 
is,  between  fome  of  the  ftanzas  we  mull  luppofe  a 
confiderable  time  to  pals;  Clorinda  might  be  a 
very  forward  girl,  if  between  Robin  Hoou’s  quell  ion 
and  her  anfwer  we  did  net  luppole  two  or  three 
hours  to  have  been  fpent  in  courtlhip.  And  be¬ 
tween  Robin  Hood’s  being  entertained  at  Game- 
well  hall,  and  bis  having  ninety  three  bowmen  in 
Sherwood,  we  mult  allow  fome  years.  I  know' not 
how  our  Critics  wjll  relilh  this ;  but  I  would  have 
them  remember,  that  the  poets  of  old  (corned  to 
curb  the  poetic  fire  to  give  way  to  dull  rule.  They 
had  no  tedious  comment  upon  Ariltotle  to  confdlr ; 
noBcffes  nor  Dennis’s  te  guide  them.  Their  works 
Were  the  firlt  flight  of  a  lively  imagination  :  and 
poets  were,  looked  upon,  like  other  Engliihnien, 
bom  to  live  and  write  with  Freedom. 


ROBIN  HOOD’S  GARLAND 


1-  The  Pedigree,  Education,  and  Marriage  of  Robin 
-  Hood  'mitft  Ciorinda ,  Queen  of  Tidbury  Ftajl. 

Suppofed  to  be  rekited  by  the  Fiddler,  /who  flayed 
at  their  Wedding. 

KIND  gentlemen  will  ye;be  filent  a  while, 
aye,  and  ihen  ye  {hail  hear  anon, 

A  vdry  good  ballad  of  Robin  Hood, 
and  of  his  brave  man  Little  John. 

In  Lockfley  town,  in  merry  Nottinghamlhire, 
in  merry  fweet  Lockfley  town. 

There  bold  Robin  Hood  he  was  born  and  bred, 
bold  Robin  of  famous  renown. 

The  father  of  Robin  a  forefter  was,  _  . 

and  he  {hot  with  a  lufty  flrong  bow. 

Two  nort n  country  miles  and  an  inch  at  a  (hot, 
is  the  Pinder  of- Wakefield  does  know. . 


(  6  J 

For  they  brought  Adam  Bell#  and.  Clim  qf  thg 
and  William  of  Clou  delie,  [Clqugh, 

To  (hoot  with  the  foretfer  for  forty  marks, 
ar.d  the  foretlef  beat  them  all  three. 

His  mother  was  niece  to  the  Coventry  Knight, 
whom  Warwicklhire  men  call  Sir  Guy, 

For  he  flew  the  blue  boar, that  hangs  up  at  his 
or  my  hofi  at  the  Bull  tells  a  l*e.  £Gate, 
Her  brother  was  Gamewell,  of  great  Gamewell 
a  noble  houfekeeper  was  he,  Hall, 

As  ever  broke  bread  in  fweet  Nbtlinghamlhire,.' 

and  'Squire  of  fitmoqs.  degree. 

The  mo  her  of  Robin  faid  to  her  hulband,  s 
my  .honey,  my  love,  and  my  dear, 

J,et  Robin  and  I  ride  this  morn  tp  Gamewell, 
to  taile  of  my  brother’s  good  cheer. 

And  he  faid,  1  grant  thee  thy  boon,  gentle  Joan, 

take  ore  of  my  horfes,  t  pf  ay  * 

'J'he  fun  is  fifing,  and  therefore  make  hafte, 
for  to  morrow  is  Chriftmas  Day. 

Then  Robin  Hoad’s  father’s  grey  gelding  was 
’and  faddled  and  bridled  was  he,  [brongh*, 
O  what  a  blue  bonnet,  his  new  fuit  of  clothes, 
and  a  cloak  that  hung  do\yn  to  his  knee. 

She  got  on  her  holfday  kixtle  and  gown, 
they  were  all  of  a  light  Lincoln  green  : 

Tne  cloth  was  home-fpu",  but  fpr  colomf  and 
■  it  might  have  bef.emed  our  que£n.  fmake. 
And  then  Rcbin  got  on  his  balkeu  hilt  1  word, 
and  a  dagger  on  the  other  fide; 

And  laid,  my  dear  mother,  Jetts  hafle  to  be  gone, 
we  have  forty  long  miles  for  to  ride.- 
When  Robin  had  mounted  his  gelding  fo  gray, 
his  father  without  kny  trouble. 

Set  her  up  behind  him,  and  bid  her  not  fear# 
his  gelding  had  c/t  carried  double. 


And  when  fhc  was  fettled,  they  rode  to  their 
neighbours, 

and  drank  and  (hook  hands  with  ’em  all. 

And  then, Robin  gallopp’d  and  never  gave  over, 
till  they  alighted  at  GamewelLHali. 

And  now  you  may  think  the  right  wor {hipful 
was  joyful  his  fitter  to  fee  ;  [Squire 

He  kiis’d  her  and  kifs’d  her,  and  fwore  a  great 
thou  art  welcome,  kind  filler  to  me.  [oath. 
The  morrow  when  mals  had  been  faid  in  the  cha- 
iix  tables  were  cover’d  in  the  Hall ;  [pel, 
And  in  came  the  Squire  and  made  a  fhort  fpeech, 
it  was,  Gentlemen,  you’re  welcome  all. 

But  npt  a  map  here  (hail  tafte  my  March  beer, 
till  Chriftmas  carol  he  does  fing. 

Then  all  ciapt  theirhaods,  they  {hooted  and  fung, 7 
till  the  hall  and  the  pa>lpur  did  ring. 

Now  muftard  and  brawn,  roaft  beef  and  plum- 
were  fet  upon  eytry  table;  *  c  [pi4es. 

And  noble  George  Game  well  faid  eat  and  be 
ard  drink  as  long  as  you’re  able  [merry, 
When  dinner  was  over  his  chaplain  faid  grace, 
and  be  meiry,  my  friendsviajd  the  ^Squire; 

It  rains  and  \1  blows,  but  call  for  more  ale, 
and  lay  fome  more  wood  on  the  fire. 

And  now  call  ye  Little  John  unto  me, 
for  Little  John  is  a  fine  lad. 

At  gambols,  jugglings,  and  twenty  fuch  tricks, 
as  dial!  make  you  both  merry  and  glad. 
When  Little  John  came,  to  gambols  they  went 
both  gentleman*  yeomen,  and  clown. 

And  what  do  you  think f  why,  as  true  as  I  live, 
bold  Robin  Hood  put  them  all  down. 

And  now  you  may  think  the  right  worftiipful 
was  joyful  this  fight  for  to  fee;  [’Squire 


Fo,r  he  faid,  coufin  Robin,  thou  poeft  no  mnrf> 
but  tarry  and  dwell  here  with  me.  [fa®"* 
Thou  lhalt  have  my  land  when  I  die;  and  till 
thou  fhalt  be  the  llafF  of  my  age,  [then 

Then  grant  me  my  boon,  dear  ancle,  fays  Robin 
that  Little  John  may  be  my  page.  * 

And  he  faid,  kind  coufin,  I  grant  thee,  thy  boon 
with  all  my  heart.  To  let  it  be.  *  \ 

Then  come  hither.  Littlejohn,  faid  Robin Hood 
i  come  hither,  my  page,  unto  me.  * 

Go  fetch  my  bow,  my  long, ell  bow,  + 

and  broadeft  arrows  one,  two,  or  three; 

And  when  ’tis  fair  weather,  we’Jl  into  Sherwood, 
fojne  merry  paftime  for  to  fee. 

When  Robin  came  into  merry  Sherwood, 
he  winded  his  bugle  fo  clear ; 

And  twice  five  and  twenty  good  yeomen  and 
Before  Robin  Hood  did  appear.  '[bold,  V 
Where  are  your  companions,  faid  bold  Robir., 
for  fill!  I  want  forty  and  three? 

Then  faid  a  bold  yeoman,  lo  yonder  they  Hand,  , 
all  under  the  Green  Wood  Tree. 

As  that  word  was  fpoke  Clorinda  came  by, 
the  queen  of  Ihepherds  was  file; 

And  her  gown  was  velvet  as  green  as  the  grafs, 
and  her  bufkin  did  reach  to  her  knee. 

Her  gait  it  was  graceful,  her  body  was  ftraight, 
and  her  countenance  free  from  pride; 

A  bow  in  her  hand,  and  a  quiver  of  arrows  *. 

hung  dangling  down  her  ftyeet  fide. 

Her  eye- brows  were  black,  aye  apd  fo  was  her 
and  her  ficin  was  as  fmooth  as  glafs  ;  [hair. 

Her  vifage  fpeke  wifdom  and  rnodefty  too, 
not  with  Robin  Hood  was  fuch  a  lafs. 

Says  Robin  Hood,  lady  fair,  whither  away, 

O  whither  fair  lady  away? 


(  9  ) 

Ard  (he  made  him  anfwer,  to  kill  a  fat  buck, 

.  for  tomorrow  is  Tidbury  day. 

Said  bold  Robin  Hood,  lady  fair,  wander  with  me 
a  Jittle  to  yonder  green  bow’r; 

There  lit  down  to  reft  you,  and  you  may  be  fure 
of  a  brace  or  a  lealh  in  an  hour, 

*  And  as  they  were  going  towards  the  green  bow’r, 
two  hundred  fat  bucks  they  efpy’d. 

She  chofe  out  the  fatteft  that  was  in  the  herd, 
and  (hot  him  through  fide  and  fide'. 

By  the  faith  of  my  body,  fays  bold  Robin  Hood, 
I  never  faw  a  woman  like  thee  ; 

And  corn’ll  thou  from  eaft,  or  corn’ll  thou  from 
thou  need’ll  not  beg  venifoti  of  me.  [weft. 
However  along  to  my  bower  thou  lhalt  go, 
and  talle  of  a  fcrefter’s  meat ; 

And  when  we  came  there  we  found  as  good 
as  any  man  need  for  to  eht.  [cheer, 

For  there  was  hot  vehifon,  and  warden^ies  cold, 
cream  blotted,  and  honey-combs  plenty  ; 

And  the  ferviters  were,  befides  Little  John, 
good  yeomen  at  leaft  four  and  twenty.  * 
Clorinda  faid,  tell  me  your  r.ame,  gentle  Sir, 
and  he  faid  ’tis  bold  Robin  Hood ; 

’Sauire  Gamewell’s  my  urcle,  bat  all  my  delight 
Is  to  dwell  in  merry  SJherwood. 

For  ’tis  a  fine  life,  and  void  of  all  flrife ; 

fo  ’tis!  Sir,  Clorinda  reply M  ; 

But  Q  !  faid  bold  Robin,  how  fweet  would  it  be 
il  Clorinda  would  be  r\iy  fweet  bride! 

She  blufli’d  at  the  motion,  yet  after  a  paufe, 
faid  yes.  Sir,  and  with  all  my  heart. 

Then  let  us  fend  for  a  priell,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
and  be  married  before  we  do  part.. 

But  Ihe  laid,  it  may  not  be  fo,  gentle  Sir, 
for  1  mull  be  at  TJdbury  fealt ; 
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And  If  Robin  Hood  will  go  thither  with  me. 

I’il  make  him  a  mod  welcome  gtie#. 

Said  Robin  Hood,  re-h  me  that  back.  Ltttle 
fnr  I’ll  eo  a  one  with  my  dear  ,  V 

An^d  oEy  ,eo|en  kill  fi*  btace  of  buck.. 

and  meet  me  to  morrow  juft  here. 

Before  we  had  gone  five  Stafford fhtre  ,  > 

eight  yeomen  that  were  too  bold. 

Bid  Robin  ftand  and  driver  his  buck, 

a  truer  tale  jtever  was  told.  _  .  * 

1  will  not,  faith,  faid  bold  Robin;  <?6me,  30hn» 

good  co^nfcU  . 

I  A^WSSS "  n 

For^c 

and  fome  finging  Arthur  o  15  _  n-JL.  clerk. 
And  there  we  faw  Thomas,  oor  J0«ice  cler 

and  Mar,  to  Call’d  Mar, 

For  Tom  rode  before  ner,  anu  fmadam. 
and  kifs’d  her  foU  <*'<=“?  behinfl.  {madam. 


2.  Robin  Hood's  Progrefs  in  Nottingham,  in  nxibicn 
he  Jlevo  Fifteen  F ort/ters- 

ROBIN  HOOD  was  a  tall  young  man*  " 

of  fifteen  winters  old  5 

Derry  derry  down  ; 

And  Robin  Hood  was  a  proper  young  man, 
of  courage  (loot  and  bold, 

‘Hey  down,  derry  down. 

Robin  Hood  went  into  fair  Nottingham, 

'with  the  generals  for  to  dine  ; 

There  was  he  aware  of  fifteen  forefters, 

drinking  beer,  ale,  and  wine.  .  •  , 

What  news,  what  news,  faid  bold  Robin  Hcod, 
what  news  fain  would’ft  thou  know  ? 

Our  king  hath  provided  a  fhootihg  match, 
and  I  am  ready  with  my  bow. 

We  hold  it  in  fcorn,  faid  the  fifteen  foreflers, 
that  ever  a  boy  fo  young  . 

Should  bear  a  bow  before  our  king,  - 

that’s  not  able  to  draw  one  ft  ring,  __ 

I’ll  hold  you  twenty  marks,  faid  bold  RobmtiOOcJ, 
by  the  leave  of  our  Tady,  .  ,  ‘ 

That  I’ll  hit  the  mark  an  hundred  rood* 
and  I’lhcaufe  an  hart  to  die. 
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|^e*H  hold  ydu  twenty  mark*,  faid  the  forefters, 
by  the  leave  of  oor  lady, 

Tlvdirhits  not  the  marie  an  handled  food, 
nor  c&ufe  the  hart  to  die. 

Robin  Hood  bent  his  n>ble  goodbow, 
and  a  broad, arrow  he  let  By, 

He  hitrtbe  mark  an  hundred  rood, 
and  caufed  an  hart  to  die. 

Some  fay  he  br,oke  ribs  oae,  Or’  two, 
and  fome  fay  he  broke  three  j  t 
The  arrow  in  the  hart  would  not  abide* 
but  glanc’d  in.  two  or  three. 

The  hart  did  (kip,  and  the  halt  did  leap, 
and  the  hart  Jay  on  the  ground ; 

The  wager’*  mine,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
if  it  were  for  a  thoufand  pound. 

The  wager’s  none  of  thine,  faid  the  fifteen 
altho*  thou  be  in  hafte;  [forefters 

T ake  op  thy  bow  and  get  thee  hence. 

left  we  thy  fide*  do  fifte. 

Robin  took  up  his  rfoble  good  bow, 
and  his  bfoad  8*10**311  amain  •  • 

And  Robin  b-rfng  pleas’d;  began  fortofiflile, 
as'Tie  went  over  the  plain-. 

Then  Robin  Hood  bent  his  noble  good  bOw, 
and  his  arrow*-  he  let  ,ftf» 

Till  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  forefters 
upon  the  grduhd  did  He. 

He  that  did  the  quarrel  ftrft  begin 
Went  tripping,  o’er  the  plain  ; 

But  Robin  Hood  bent  his  noble'  good  bow, 
and  fetch’d  him  back  again. 

Y ou  faid  I  was  no  archer,  laid  Robin  Hood, 
k  bat  fay  fo  now  again: 

With  that  he  fent  another  arrow, 
and  fplit  his  head  in  twain. 
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You  have  found  me  an  archer*  faid  Robin  Hood,  ' 
which  will  make  your  wives  to  wring* 

And  wifh  that  you  had  never  fpoke  the  wprd, 
that  I  could  not  draw  one  firing.  /y 
The  people  that  liv’d  in  fair  Nottingham 
came  running  out  amain, 

Suppofing  to  have  taken  bold  Robin  Hood, 
with  the  forefters  that  were  flain.' 

Some  loft  legs,  and  fome  loft  arms, 
and  fome  did  lofe  their  blood; 

But  Robin  took  up  his  noble  good  bow, 

and  is  gone  to  the  merry  Green  Wood.  i- 
They  carried  thefe  forefters  to  fair  Nottingham,  _ 
as  many  there  did  know ; 

They  digg’d  them  graves  in  their  church  yard, 
and  Burv’d  them  all  on  a  row. 


3.  Robin  Hood  and  the.  jolly  Finder  of  Wakefield  ,• 
flowing  how  he  fought  with  Robin  Hood ,  IH i li 
Scarlet ,  and  Little  John,  a  long  Summer's  Hay. 

IN  Wakefield  their  lives  a  jolly  Pinder, 

in  Wakefield  all  on  the’ green. 

There  is  neither  Knight  nor*  Squire,  faid  the  Plrt- 
nor  Baron  fo  bold,  nor  Baron  fo  bold,  [der. 
Dare  make  a  trefpafs  to  the  town  of  Wakefield, 
but  his  pledge  goes  to  the  pinfold.  v 


(  15  )  - 

All  that  was  heard;. by  three  witty  young  men, 
’twas  Robin  Hood,- Scarlet,  and  John,  ' 

With  that  they  efpy’d  the  jolly  Finder, 
as  he  fat  under  a  thorn  : 

Now  turn  again,  turn  again,  faid  (he  Finder, 
for  a  wrong  way  you  have  gone ; 

For  you  have,  forfaken  the  king’s  highway, 
and  made  a  path  over  tho  corn ; 

O  that  were  a.  great  lhame,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
we  being  three  and  thou  but  brie; " 

The  Pinder  leap’d  back  then  thirty  good  foot, 
’twas  thirty  good  foot  and  one. 

He  lean’d  his  back  fall  unto  a  tcge, 
arid  his  foot  again  ft  a  thorn. 

And  there  he  fought  a  long  fummer’s  day, 
and  a  fummer’s  day  fo  long.  ,  '  s 

Till  their  fwords  on  their  broad  bucklers  ’ 
were  broken  clofe  to  their  hands ; 

Hold  thy  hand,  hold  thy  hand,  faith  bold  Robin, 
and  my  merry  men  every  one  ; 

For  this  is  one  of  the  belt  Finders  ' 

That. ever  I  try’d  with  a  fword. 

And  wilt  thou  not  forfake  thy  Pinder’s  craft, 
and  live  in  the  Green  Wood  with  me  ? 

At  Michaelmas  next  my  covenant  comes  out, 
when  every  man  gathers  his  fee  ; 

Then  I’ll  take  my  blue  blade  in  my  hand, 
and  plod  to  the  Green  Wood  with  thee. 

Hall  thoueitber-meat  or  drink,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
for  my  merry  men  and  me  ? 

I  have  both  bread  and  beef,  laid  the  Pinder,  * 
and  good  ale  of  the  belt  ; 

And  that’s  meat  good  enough,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
for  fuch  unbidden  guefts. 

’  B  2  .  .=  .V  . 
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O!  wilt  thou  forfa'ie  thy  Pinder’s  craft, 
and  go  to  the  Greeo  Wood  with  me? 
Tbou  (halt  have  a  livery  twice  in  the  year, 
one  green, 'and  the  other  brown  ihaUbe, 
If  Michaelmas  'Day  was  cone  and  gone, 
and  my  Mailer  had  paid  me  my  fee. 
Then'  would  I  fet  as  little  by  . him, 
as  my  Matter  does  by  me..  i 


4-  Robin  Hood  and  the  fiijhop  j  jhwjing  ho  vj  Bob  in 
tuent  to  an  old  W Oman’s  buuje ,  and-  changed  clqtbes 
Viith  her  to  efcape  from  the  Bijhop  ;  and  bo-vo  be 
robbed  him  of  bit  \}cld,  and  made  him  fay  Maft. 

COME  gentlemen  all,  and  liften  a* while, 
with  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down, 
and  a  ftory  to  you  I’ll  unfold  ; 

I’ll  tell  yon  how  Robin  Hood  ferved  the  Bilhpj*, 
when  he  robb’d  him  of  all  his  Gold.  ", 

As  it  fell  out  one  funfhining  day, 
when  Pbeebus  was  in  his  prime, 

Bold  Robin  Hood,  -that  archer  good,4 
in  mirth  would  fpend  his  time. 

And  as  he  was  walking  the  foreft  along, 
fome  pailime  for  to  ipy, 
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There  was  he  aware  of  a  proud  Bilhop, 
and  all  his  company. 

O  whaf  ftiall  1  do,  faid  Robin  Hood  then, 
if  the  Bilhop  he  does  take  me  ? 

No  mercy  he'll  lhow  unto  me,  I  know, 
therefore  away  IMl  flee.  i 

Then  Robin  was  flout,  and  turn'd  him  about, 
and  a  little  houfe  there  did  he  ’fpy  ; 

And  to  an  old  wife,  to  lave  his  life, 
he_aloud  began  to  cry  ; 

Why,  who  art  thou  ?  faid  the  woman, 
come  tell  unto  me  for  good  ; 

I  am  i.'i  outlaw,  as  many  do  know, 

.  and  'my  name  is  Robin  Hood,  * 

And  yonder's  the  bilhop  and  all  his  men; 

and  if  that  1  taken  be, 

Then  day  and  night  he’ll  work  my  fpite, 
and  hanged  I  ftiall  be. 

If  thou  be  bold  Robin  Hood,  faid  the  woman, 
as  thou  doll  feem  to  be, 

I’ll  for  thee  provide,  thy  perfon  to  hide, 

.from  the  bilhop  and  his  company. 

For  I  remember  one  Saturday  night 
thou  brought’!!  me  both  ftioes  and  hofe. 
Therefore  I’ll  provide,  thy  perfon'to  hide, 
and  keep  thee  from  thy  foes. 

Then  give  ipe  foon  thy  coat  of  gray, 
and  take  my  mantle  of  green; 

Thy  fpindle  and  twine  unto  me  relight 
and  take  thou  my'arrows  fo  keen. 

And  when  that  Robin  Hood  was  thus  array’d, 
he  went  flraight  to  his  company  ; 

With  his  fpindle  and  twine  he  oft  look’d  behind 
for  the  Bilhop  and  his  company. 

O  who  is  yonder,  quoth  Little  John, 
that  now  comes  o’er  the  lee  i 
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An  arrow  at  be*  I  will  let  fly, 
fo  like  an  old  witch  looks  (he. 

O  hold  thy  hand,  O  hold  thy  hand,  <#id  Hobifi 
and  (hoot  net  thy  arrows  fo  keen;  [Hood, 

I  am  Robin  Hood,  thy  matter  good, 
as  quickly  (hall  be  feen. 

The  bilhop  he  came  to  the  old  woman'*  houfe,  t 
and  he  call'd  with  furious  mood  ; 

Come  let  me  fee,  and  bring  unto  me 

that  traitor  Rtbin  Hood.  '  y  ' .  d 

The  old  woman  fat  on  a  milk-white  fteed, 
hitnfelf  on  a  dapple  gray  ; 

And  for  joy  he  had  got  Robin  Hood, 
he  wrnt  laughing  all  the  way. 

But  as  they  were  riding  the  fpreft  along, 
the  bilhop  he  chanc’d  for  to  fee 
A  hundred  braye  bowmen  ftout  and  bold  >~ 

(land  under  the  Green  Wood  Trqe, 

O  who  is  yonder,  the  bilhop  then  laid, 
that’s  ranging  within  yonder  wood? 

Marry,  fays  the  o*d  woman,  J  tbinjc  it.be 
a  man  call'd  Robin  Hood- 
Why  who  art  thou,  the  bilhop  hcfaid, 
which  I  have  here  with  me  ?  .  _ 

Why,  1  am  a  woman,  thou  cuckoldly  PlU»«yib 
lift  up  my  leg  and  fee.  ' 

Then  woe  is  me,  the  bilhop  he  laid* 
that  ever  I  faw  this  day  '• 

He  turn’d  him  ab,out,  putRopm  fo  ftout, 
call’d  to  him  and  bid  bim  . 

Then  Robin  Hood  took  hold  of  tpe  bilhop  a  horle, 
and  tyfd  him  fait  to  a  tree  ; 

Then  fmil’d  Little  John  his  matter  upon,  , 

for  joy  of  his  company. 

Robin  Hood  took  his  mantle  from  hi8  back, 

and  fpread  it  uppn  the  ground,  • 


And  opt  pf  thf  bilhop’f  portmanteau 
he  foon  told  hib»  £ye  hundred. pounds. 

Now  let  him  gd,  feidjtobip  Hood, 
faid  Little  John  that  may  not  be } 
for  I  vow  piid  protcft  he  Ihpll  fio^g  us  a  mafs, 
before  that  he  goes  from  me. 

V  Then  Robin  Hood  tool*  the  bifhop  by  the  hand 
and  he  bound  hin?  faft  JO  *  tree. 

And  m»dp  him  fing  p  tpaf$,  God  wot, 

to  him  and  his  ycomandree.  . 

And  then  they  brought  him  through  the  Wood, 
and  fet  him  on  hi$  dapple  gray, 

And  gaye  him  the  tail  within  his  hand, 
and  bid  him  for  Robin  Hood  pray. 


5.  Heflin  Hood  and  the  but  chert  ;  /  owing  how  hf 
tifed  the  Butchers  and  Sheriff  of  Nottingham. 

COME  all  ypubrave  gallants  and  liften  awhile, 
,with  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down, 

that  are  this  bower  within  ; 

For  of  bold  Robin  Hood,  that  archer  gopd, 
a  fong  I  intend  to  ling. 

Upon  a  time  it  chanced  fo, 

bold  Robin  in  the  foreft  did  ’fpy 
A  joliy  butcher,  with  a  bonny  line,  mare, 
with  his  flelh  to  the  market  did  hie. 
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Which  ma^s  die  butchers  of  Nottingham 
to  ftudy  as  tbfey  did  ftaud  ; 

Saying,  finely  he  was  Tome  prodigal, 
that. has  (old  his  father’s  land. 

The  butchers  ftfpp’d  up  to  Jolly  RphiPj 
acquainted  with  hipi  for  to  be  : 

Come  brother,  one  /aid,  we  be  all  one  trade, 
come,  will  ye  go  dine  with  tne  ?■ 

Accurs’d  be  the  heart,  faid  jolly  RPS.W» 
that  a  butcher  will  deny, 

I  will  go  with  yep,  my  brethren  true, 

and  as  fall  as  I  can  hie. 

But  when  to  the  (herifTs  houfe  they'capo.e, 

to  dinner  they  hied  apace  ; 

And  Robin  Hood  he  the  man  mull  be 
before  them  all  to' fay  grace. 

Pray  Qod  bl«fe  03  aR,  faid  Robm  fjop?, 
and  our  meat  within  tlvp  pin?®  : 

A  cup  of  fack  fo  good  will  npurilh  opr  P*oo^» 
and  fo  I  end  my  grace.  .  , 

•'  Come,  fill  us  more  wine,  faid  JWF  Mbin> 
let  us  be  merry  while  we  Hay,  ' 

por  wine  and  good  cheer,  be  it  never  fo  dear, 

1  vow  I  t’ne  reckoning  will  pay.  ; 

Come  brother  be  merry,  faid  jolly  R'obm, 
let’s  drink  and  never  give  °’er » 

.  For  the  (hot  I  wilj  pay  and  npt’go  my  w#y, 

— \ i-f  it  coft  me  five  pounds  or  more. 

This  is  a  mad  blade,  the  butchers  then  faid, 

fays  the  IherifF,  he’s  fome  prodigal 

That  fotne  land  has  fold  for  filver  and  gold, 
and  now  doth  mean  to  (pend  it 
HaA  thou  any  horn’d  beitfts,  the  fherift  then  faid 
good  fellow,  to  fell  unto  P»e  ? 

Yes,  that  I  have,  gqod  P»MVer  fltepfF, 

•  X  have  hundreds  twp  or  three.  ' 
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An  hundred  acres  b?  good  free  land, 
if  you  pleafe  it  for  to  fee;  ", 

And  I’ll  make  you  as  good  ilFurance  of  it, 
as  ever  my  father  did  me. 

The  fheriff  he  fad  died  his  good  palfrey, 
and  took  three  hundred  pounds  in  gold. 

And  away  he  weot  with  bold  Robin  Hood, 
his  horned  beads  to  behold. 

Away  then  the  (herifF  and  Robin  did  ride, 
to  the  ft  reft  of  merry  Sherwood  .  • 

Then  the  (herifF  did  fay,  God  blefs  us  this  dky 
from  a  man  they  call  Robin  Hood. 

But  when  a  little  further  they  came, 
bold  Robin  he  chanc’d  for  to  fpy 

An  hundred  head  of  good  fat  deer, 
come  tripping  the  (heriifF  full  nigh. 

How  like  yoip  my  horn’d  beads,  good  mailer 
they  be  fat  and  fair  to  fee  ?  .  •  [(herifF  ; 

I  tell  thee,  good  fellow-,  1  would  I  were  gone, 
for  I  like  not  thy.  company. 

Then  Robin  put  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 
and  blew  out  blafts  three; 

Then  quickly  and  anon  there  came  Little  John, 
and  all  his  company. 

Wfiat  is  your  will,  mailer,  then  faid  Little  John, 
I  pray  come  tell  unto  me  ? 

I  have  brought  hither  the  (herifF of  Nottingham, 
thi3  day  to  dine  with  thee. 

He  is  welcome  to  me,  then  faid  Little  John, 

I  hope  he  will  honeftly  pay  : 

I  know  he  has  gold,  if  it  were  but  told,  v 
will  ferve  us  to  drink  a  whole  day.  >, 

Then  Robin  he  took  his  mantle  from  ofFIltsback 
and  laid  it  upon  the  ground  ; 

And  out  of  the  lherifPs  portmanteau' he 
foon  toLd  three  huncrtd  pound. 
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Then  Robin  he-brought  him  through  the  Wood, 
and  fet  him  ort  his  dapple  gray  : 

O  have  me  commended  to  your  wife  at  home  : 
fo  Robin  went  laughing  away. 


6.  Robin  Hood  and  the  ’Tanner ;  or,  Robin  Hood 
met  with  his  match v 


Tune  of,  Robin  Hood  and  the  Stranger. 

r  /  '•*  ' 

IN  Nottingham  there  lives  a  jolly  Tanner, 
with  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down 

his  name  is  Arthur  o’Bland : ^  -  _'r. 

There  is  never  a  ’Squire  in  Nottinghamfture 
dare  bid  bold  Arthur  Hand. 

^With  a  long  pike-ftafF upon  his  ftioulder,  \ 

fo  well  he  can  clear  his  way, 

By  tw0  and  by  three,  he  makes  them  to  flee, 
for  he  hath  no  lift  to  flay. 

And  as  he  went  out  in  aTummer’s  morning 
into  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood, 

To  view  the  red  deer  than  ran  here  and  there,  ,  > 

there  met  he  with  bold  Robin  Hood. 
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H,  foon  as  bold  Robin  did  U»  .  .  '■% 

ho  , houghs  ha  fome  fpo«  »«»«  mttoi 
Therefore  out  of  band  he  brd  bun  to  ftand, 
and  thus  unto  him  he  fpake. 

Why,  who  art  thou,  bold  fellow, 

that  rangeft  fo  boldly  here  ?  v 

In  troth .  to  be  brief  thou  looks  life  *  thwf, 
that  comes  to  Heal  our  king  *  «  „ 

For  I  am  keeper  in  this  forelf,  >  ^ 

Tothlook"to  the  deer  thaVran  ge  heft  and  th^ 
therefore  flop  thee  I  mutt 
If  thou  be’ft  a  keeper  in  this  forett,  y 
and  haft  fuch  great  conttltand. 

Yet  thou  muft  have  mote  partakers  m  Hore, 

before  that  thou  make  irre  to  ftand.  s 

No,  I  have  no  mere  partakers  in  ft  ore, 
or  any  that  I  do  heed. 

But  I  have  a  ftaff  of  another  dale  graft, 

I  know  it  will  do  the  deed.  ■  * 

For  thy  fword  and  thy  bow,  I  care  dot  *  ftraw, 
and  all  thy  arrows  to  boot, 

IfJhou  gets  a  knock  upon  thy  bare  fcaJp,  . 

thoucahft  as  well  lh-— t  as  boot. 

Speak  cleanly,  -good  fellow,  laid  Jolly  Robia. 

and  give  better  terms  utito  me  ; 

Elfe  thee  I’ll  corredt  for  thy  negledt, 
and  make  thee  rtpft  mannerly. 

Marry  gap  with  a  w«mon,  quoth  Arthttf  o  Bland, 
art  thou  fuch  a  godly  man? 

I  care  not  a  fig  for  you  looking  fo  big* 
mend  yourfelf  wherever  you  can. 

Then  Robin  Hood  unbuckled  his  belt* 
and  laid  down  his  bos?  ft .  lo*tg} 

He  took  up  a  ftaff  of  another  oak  gfhR, 
that  was  both  ftiff  and  ftrong. 


-  .  ' •  ( .&  )  .  N 

I  yield  to  thy  weapon,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
fince  thpu  will  not-  yield  to  mine; 

Pat  I  have  a  ftaff  of  another  oakgraft, 
not  half  a  foot  longer  than  thine. 

B^t  Jet  me  mtafure,  (aid  jolly  Robin,  * 

before  we  begin  the  friy  ; 

for  I  will  not  have  mineto  be  longer  than  thine, 


for  that  vfiii  be  counted  to  ji  pf* y 
I  pafs  not  for  lehgth,  bold  Arthur  repl ’d, 
my  ftaffisefoak  fo  free; 

Eight  foot  anda  half,  it  will  knock'dbwn  a  calf, 
and  I  hope  it  will  knock  d  wn'ihee. 

Then  Robin  he  could  no  longer  forbear, 
but  gav£  him  a  heavy1  good  'knock, 

But  qutetty  and  foon  the  blood  it  ran  down, 
before  it  was  ten  o'clock. 

Then  AVthur  foon  recover’d  himfelf, 
and  gave  him  a  knock  on  thh  crown ; 

That  from  ev'ry  fide  of  Robin  Hood’s  head 
the  blood  ran'  trickling  down. 

Then  Robin  Hood  rag’d  like  a  wild  boar, 
a*  foon  as  he  faw  his  own  blood  ; 

Then  Bland  was  in  hafte,  he  laid  on  him  fofaft, 
as  if  he  had  been  cleaving  of  wood. 

And  about,  and  about,  ahd  about  they  went, 
likle  two  wild  boars  in  a  chafe ;  '  .  , 

Striving  to  aim  each  other  to  maim, 
leg.  arm,  or  aft/  pi  her  place. 

And  knock  for  knock  they  luiliiy  fought, 
which  held  t«o  hours  or  more  .  ^ 

That  all  the  Wood  rang  at  every  bang, 
they  ply’d  their  wortt  fo  lore 
Hold  thy  had,  Taid  KciOin  Ho  d, 
and  let  our  quarrel  t»l  ; 

For  here  We  may  t  nr  am  our  bones  to  math*  " 


(  26  ) 

And  in  the  fore  It,  of 'merry  Sherwood 
hereafter  thou. free  jv"(  ,, 

God  ha’  mercy  for  nought  my  freedom  I  bought, 
I  may  than^  ipy  good  ftaff  and  not  thee. 
What  tradefma'B,  art,thqu,  faid.jolly  Robin,  > 
good  fellow  I  prithee  me  (bow  j  - 
A$d  alfo  me  tell  in  what  place  doft  thou  dwell, 
for  thefe  things  fain  .would  Zilmowv 
I  am  a.  tanner,  bold  Arthur  i£plyfd,;« :  •  t  j  , 
in  Nottingham  long  have4  wrought : 

And  if;  thpu  come,  there,;  I  vow. and  fwear  • 

I’ll  tan  thy  hide  for  nought.  . 

God  ha’  mercy,  good  fellow,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
fince  thou  art  fo  kind  and  free,  * 

And  if  thou  wilt  tan  my  bide  for  nought. 

I’ll  do  as  much  f<  r,  thee.  ,  •>;;  » .  ■ 

And  if  thoul’tiforfalte, thy  tanning  (trade, 
to  live  injphe^reeu  Wood  withnm; 

My  name’s  Robin  Hood,  I  fwe^r  by  the  wood, 
to  give  thee  both  gold  and  fee. 

If  thou  be  Robin  Hood,  bold  Arthur  reply ’d, 
as  I  think  well  thou  art, 

Then  here’s  my  hand,  my  name’s  Arthur  o’Bland, 
we  two  will  never  part.-  » 

But  tell  me,  O  tell  me,  where  is  Little  John, 
of  him  fain  would  I  hear  ;  v  *, 

For  we  were  allv’d.  by  the  mother’s  fide, 
he  is  my  khsfman  dear.  <  - 

Then  Rcbio  Hood  blew  hia  bugle  horn,  , 
he  Mew  both  loud  and  fhrill ;  ^  . 

And  quickly  anon,  he  fyw  Little  John,  \ 
come  tripping  down  the  green  hill. 

O  !  what  is  the  matter,  then  fa?d  Little  John, 
mailer,  I  pray  you  tell  ?  , 

Why  do  you  Hard  with  your  ftaff  in  your  hand? 
1  fear  all  is  not  wefl. 


,  (  27  , 

O  man  I  do  {land,  and  be  makes  me  to  fhtnd, 
the  tanner  that  Rands  by  to  y  fide  ;  a 

He  is  a  bonny  blade,  and  matter  of  his  trade, 
for  he  h*s  foundly  tann’d  my  hide. 

He  is  to  be  commended,  then  faid  Little  John, 
if  he  fuch  a  feat  can  do; 

If  he  be  fo  Rout,  we  will  have  a  bout, 
and  he  ihall  tap  my  hide  too. 

Hold  thy  hand,  hold  thy  hand,  faid  Robin  Hood 
,  for,  as  I  do  under  Hand, 

He’s  a  yeoman  good,  and  of  tfcy  own  blood,  . 

his.  name  is  Arthur  o’Bland,  v 
Then  Little  John  threw  his  Raff  away 
'  as  far  as  he  could  fling 
And  ran  out  of  hand  to  Arthur  o’ Inland, 
and  about  his  neck  did  ding. 

With  loving  refpeft  there  was  no  negledt, 
they  were  neither  nice  nor  coy  *; 

Each  other  did  face  with  a  lovely  grade, 


and  both  did  .weep,  for  joy. 

Then  Robin  Hood  took  them  by  the  hands 


*  and  danc’d  about  the  oak  tree ; . 

For  three  merry  men,  and  three  merry  men* 
and  three  merry  men  we  be. 

And  ever  after  as  long  as  we  live, 
we  three  will  be  as  one ; 

The  wood  it  (hall  ring,  and  the  old  wife  fhall  fing 
of  Robin  Hood,  Arthur,  and  John. 

(  \  '  ...  f  ;  ’ 

7.  Robin  Hood  rejiuing  the  three  *  Squire; from 
Nottingham  Gallows.  t 

T>OL,DRobin  Hood  rang’d  the  forelt  allround. 


J3  the  foreft  all  round  rang’df  he.; 

O  then  did  he  meet  with  a  gay  lady, 
fhe  came  weeping  along  the  highway, 


(  2$  ) 

Why  weep  you*  why  weep  you,  bold  Robin  he 
what  weep  ye  for  gold  or  fee  ?  [faid. 

Or  do  you  w**ep  for  your  maidenhead, 
that  is  taken  from  y out-  body  ? 

I  weep  not  for  gold  this  lady  reply’d, 
neither  do  I  weep  for  fee, 

Nor  rio  I  weep  tor  my  maidenhead, 
that  is  taken  from  my  body. 

What  weep  ye  for  then  ?  faid  jolly  Robin,. 

I  piif  ee  'cofre  tell  unto  me; 

Oh  !  i  do  weep  lor  my  three  fons, 
lor  lh-  y  are  condemn’d  to  die. 

What,  church  have  they  robb*d,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
or  paiilfc  prieft  have  they  flam; 

What  maids  have  they  forc’d  againfl  their  will, 
or  with  oth^r  men’s  wives  have  they  lain! 

No  church  have  they  robb’d,  this  lady,  reply’d, 
noparflt  prieft  have  they  flam; 

No  maids  have  they  forc’d <againft  their  yyilU 
nor  with  others  rteii’s  wives  have  they  lain. 

What  have  they  done  then  i  faid  jolly  Rebid, 
come  tell  me  mod  fpeedily  ; 

Oh  !  its  all  for  killing  the  king’s  fallow  deer, 
and  they’re  all  condemn’d  to  die. 

Get  you  home,  get  you  home,  faid  jolly  Rdbin, 
get  you  home  mojt  fpeedily  ; 

And  1  will  then  to  fair  Nottingham  go, 
for  the  fake  of  the  ’Squires  all  three. 

Then  Rpbitv  Hood  to  Nottingham  goes, 
for  Nottingham  town  goes  he, 

O  !  there  did  he  meet  with  a  poer  beggar 'man 
he  c»«ie  creeping  along  the  highway. 

What  ndws,  what  news,  thou  old  beggar  wan, 
what  hew?,  come  tell  uotp  me  ? 

O  !  there’s  weeping  and  wpilipg  in  fair  Nottjng- 
for  the  death  of  the  ’Squires  all  three.  [hamf 


(  29  ) 

This  beggar  man  had  a  coat  on  his  back* 
it  was  neither  green.  yellow,  nor  red. 

Bold  Robin  Hood  thought,  it  was  no  difgrace 
to  be  in  the  beggar  man’s  dead. 

Come,  pull  oiF  thy  coat,  thou  old  beggar  man; 
and  thou  (halt  put  on  mine  ; 

And  forty  good  (hillings  I’ll  give  you  to  boot; 
befides  brandy,  good  beer,  ale,  and  wine. 

Bold  Robin  Hood  then  to  Nottingham  came* 
unto  Nottingham  towp  came  he  ; 

And  there  did  hemeet  with  great  matter  fheriff, 
aye,  and  likewiftrthe  ’Squires  all  three. 

One  boon,. one  boon,  faid  jolly  Robin* 
one  boon,  I  beg  upon  my  knee  ; 

That,  as  for  the  death  of  the  three  ’Squires, 
their  hangman  I  may  be. 

Soon  granted,  foon  granted,  fays  matter  fhcrifF 
foon  grant  it  I  will  unto  thee ; 

And  you  Ihall  have  all  their  gay  clothing* 
and  all  their  white  money. 

O,  I’li  have  none  of  their  gay  clothing, 
nor  none  of  their  white  money, 

But  I  will  have  three  blafts  of  my  bugle  horn, 
that  their  fouls  to  heav’n  may  flee. 

Then  Robin  Hood  mounted  thcf'gallbws  fo  high, 
where  be  blew  both  loud  and  ftirill, 

Till  a  hundred  and  ten  of  Robin  Hood’s  men 
came  marching  all  down  the  green  hill. 

Whofe  men  are  all  thefe,  fays  gr#at  matter  Iheriff* 
whofe  men  are  they,  tell  unto  me? 

O  they  are  all  mine,  but  none  of  thine* 
and  they’re  come  for  the  ’Squires  all  three. 

O  take  them,  O  take  them,  fays  great  matter 
O  take  them  along  with  thee;  [ftieriff, 

For  there’s  never  a  man  in  all  Nottingham 
can  do  the  like  of  thee. 


SUL-*’® 


j  6.  fioiin  Hood  4«d  the  jotljJTi$iir. 

!  Turn  of.  In  Summer  Tine. 

I  '  1 

IN  fummer  time  when  leaves  grosTgreen, 
down,  a  down,  a  down, 

And  birds  fing-on  every  tree,  , 

hey  down,  a  down,  a  down, 

Robin  Hood  went  to  Nottingham, 
down,  a  down,  a  down. 

As  fall  as  he  could  dree 
hey  down,  a  down,  a  down. 

And  as  he  came  to  Nottingham, 
a  tinker  he  did  meet, 

And  feeing  him  a  lufty  blade, 
he  kindly'  did  him  greet. 

Where  doll  thou  dwell  r  quoth  Robih  Hood, 

I  pray  thee  npw  me  tell  ; 

Sad  news,  f  hear,  there  is  abroad, 

1  fear  all  is  tot  well.' 

What  is  the  news  ?  the  tinker  faid, 
tf  11  rrte  without  delay  ; 

I  am  a  tinker  by  my  trade  ; 

and  do  live  at  Banbury.  ,  ’ 

As  for  the  news,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
it  is  but  as  1  hear, 

Two  tinkers  were  fet  in  the  ftqtks, 

♦  for  drinking  ale  and  been  , 

If  that  be  all,  the  tinker  fajd, 

(as  I  may  fay  to  you,) 

Your  law  is  not  worth  a  fart, 
fince  that  they  all  be  true. 

For  drinking  of  good  ale  and 
you  will  not  loft 'your  part  ; 

No,  by  my  faith,  quoth,Robia 
I  love  it  with  all  my  heart. 


& 
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What  news  abroad,  quarfftllobin  Hood, 
tell  me  what  thou  doft  hear  ? 

Seeing  thou  goeft  from  tojvn  to  town* 
fome  news  thou  need’ll  not  fear.  r 
All  the  news  I  hawe,  the  tinker  laid, 

I  hesr  it  is  for  good ; 

V  It  is  to  feek  a  bold  outlaw* 

whom  they  call  Robin  Ho6d. 

I  have  a  warrant  from  the  king, 

^  to  take  him  where  I  can  ; 

If  thou  canft  tell  me  where  he  is, 

I  will  make  thee  a  roan. 

The  king  would  give  a  hundred  pounds., 
that  he  could  but  him  fee, 

And  if  thou  can  but  now  him  get, 
it  will  ferve  thee  and  me. 

/  Let  me  fee  the  warrant,  faid  Robin  Hcod* 
I’ll  fee  if  it  be  right* 

4  And  I  will  do  the  beft  I  cad,  .  . 
for  to  take  him  this  night. 

That  I  will  not,  the  tinkej  faid* 
none  with  it  will  I  trull, 

And  where  he  is  if  you’ll  not  tell, 
take  you  by  force  I  rriulL, 

But  Robki  Hood  perceijingWll 
how  then  the  game  would  go. 

If  you  will  go  to  Nottingham* 

»  we  lhal!  find  him  I  know. 

^  A  crab-tree  ftaff  the  tinker  had, 

which  was  both  flout  and  ftrong. 

Robin  he  had  a  good  lirong  blade, 
and  fo  they  went  both  along. 

And  when  they  cam?. to  Nottingham, 
there  they  took  up  their  inn. 

And  they  call’d  for  ale  and  wine, 
to  drink  it  was  no  fin, 


(  32  ) 

But  ale  and  wine  they  drank  fo  faft, 
that  the  tinker  he  forgot 
What  thing  he  was  about  to  do¬ 
it  fell  fo  to  his  lot  ; 

That  while  the  tinker  was  afleep, 

Robin  made  hafte  away, 

And  left  the  tinker  in  the  lurch, 

'  all  the  great  (hot  to  pay. 

But  when  the  tinker  did  ^vake, 
and  faw  that  he  was  gone ; 

He  called  out  then  for  the  hoft, 
and  thus  he  made  his  moan  : 

I  had  a  warrant  from  the  king, 
that  might  have  done  jne  good,, 

It  was  to  feek  a  bold  outlaw, 
fome  call  him  Robin  Hood. 

But  now  the  warrant  and  money  is  gone, 
nothing  I  have  to  pay  : 

And  he  that  promis’t}  to  be  my  friend, 
is  gone  and  flsd  away.  .  * 

That  friend  you  fpeak  of,  faid  the  hoft, 
they  call  him  Robin  Hood  ; 

And  when  he  fir  ft  met  with  you,. 

he  meant  ycu  little  good.  < 

Had  I  but  knewn  it  had  been  he, 
when  that  1  had  him  here. 

The  one  of  us  fhould  try’d  our  might 
which  ftiould  have  paid  full  fore^ 

In  the  mean  time  I  will  away, 
no  longer  here  I’ll'  abide. 

But  I  will  go  and  feek  him  out, 
whatever  me  betide. 

But  one  thing  I  wovild  gladly  knpw» 
what  have  I  hear  to  pay  ? 

Ten  (hillings  juft,  then  (aid  the  holt; 

I’ll  pay.  it  without  delay. 


(  95  ) 

Qr  etfe  take  herjs  my  workingbajg, 
and  my  hammer  too. 

And  ifT  light  upo.n  the  knave, 

I  will  then  foon  pay^you. 

The  only  way  then,  laid  the  hoft, 
and  not  to  (land  in  fear,  y 
I*  to  feek  him  among  the  parks, 

,  killing  of  the  king’s  deer. 

T>e  tinker  he  then  went  with  fpeed, 
and  made  then  no  delay, 

Till  he  found  brave  Robin  .Hppd, 
that  they  might  have  a  fray. 

At  laft  he  fpy’d  him  in  a  park 

hunting  then  of  the  deer.  . 

What  knave  is  that,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
that  doth  tome  me  fo  near  ?  .• 

No  knave,  no  knay#,  the  tinker  laid, 
and  that  you  foon  (ball  know ; 
Whether  of  us  can  do  any  wrong, 
my  crab-tree  ftaff  lhall  Ibow. 

Then  Robin  he  drew  his  gallant  bUdf 
made  then  of  trufty  Reel ; 

But  the  tinker  he  laid  on  fo  fall  j 
that  he  made  Robin  reek 
Then  Robin’s  anger  did  orife, 
he  fought  right  maofo.Uy* 

Until  he  had  the  tinker  made 
then  almoft  tit  to  fly. 

When  they  had  laid  about  again* 
and  play’d  their  weapons  fall. 

The  tinker  thra(h*d  his  bones  fo  fere, 
that  he  made  him  field  at  lati.'  ' 

A -boon  i  a  boon,  then  Robin  cry’d, 
if  thou  wilt  grant  it  me  i  1 
Before  I  will  do  it,  the  tinker  laid, 
i’ll  bang  thee  on  a  free. 


(  34  )  -  f 

But  the  tinker  looking  him  about* 
Robin  his  horn  did  blow’ ; 

Then  came  unto  him  Little  John* 
and  Will  Scarlet  alfo. 

What  is  the  matter,  laid  Little  John. 

you  fit  in  the  highway  fide ; 

Here  is  a  tinker  that  Hands  By, 
that  well  has  paid  my  hide. 

That  tinker  then,  laid  Tittle  John* 
fain  that  blade  would  I  fee; 

And  I  would  try  what  he  can  do, 
if  he’ll  do  as  much  for  me.  ' 

But  Robin  he  then  wiih’d  them  both 
they  woujd  the  quarrel  ceafe. 

Then  henceforth  we  may  be  as  one, 
and  ever  live  in  peace, 

And  for  the  jovial  tinker’s  part, 
a  hundred  pounds  I’ll  give 
In  a  year,  for  to  maintain  him  on 
as  long  as  he  doth  live. 

In  manhood  he  is  a  mettle  man, 
and  a  metal  man  by  trade* 

I  never  thought  that  any  man  ,  •  '  '  ’  ■ 
could  have  made  me  fo  afraid. 

And  if  he  will  be  one  of  us, 
we  will  take  all  one  fare, 

And  whatfoever  we  do  get, 
he  fhal!  have  his  full  fhare. 

So  the  tinker  he  was  content 
with  them  to  go  along. 

And  with  them  a  part  to  take  * 
and  fo  1  end  my  fong. 


(  35  ) 


9.  Robin  Hood  andAUeura-Dale  ,*  or,  the  Meaner  of 
Robin  Hood's  refcuing  ajoyng  Lady  from,  an  old 
Knight ,  to  whom  fhe  was  going  to  be  married,  and 
rejloring  hereto  Allen-a-D  af ,  her  former  Lo-vet^. 

^Tune  of,  Robin  Hood  in  the  Green  Wood. 

COME'liftep  to  me  you 'gallants  fo  free, 
all  you  that  love  mirth  for  .to  hear. 

And  I  Wttl  tell  you  of  aoold  outlaw, 

that,  liv’d  in  Noutnghamfbire,  /  , 

that  liv’d  in  Nottinghamiliire.  '  ,/ 

As  Robin  Hood  in  the  forett  flood,  j.  - 
all  under  the  Green  Wood  Tree,  k  j 
There  was  he  aware  of  a  brave  young  man, 
as  fine  as  fine  might  be,  .  /  .  ’ 

The  youngfter  was  clothed  in  fcarlet  red, 
in  fcarlet  fine  and  g.ay :  5  *  , 

And  he  did  frilk  it  o’er  the  plain,  / 
i  .  and  chaunted  a  roundelay.  _  "  /  , 

As  Robin  Hpod  next  morning  iftood 
amongfl  the  leaves  fo  gay^,,  '  . 

There  did  he  *fpy  the  fame  young/ man 
cojpie  drooping  along  the  way. 

The  fcarlet  he  wore  the  day  before, 
it  was  call  dean  awav  ;  , 

And  ev’ry  ftep  he  fetch’d  a  figfy 
alack  and  well  a  day  ! 

Then  "itepped  forth  brave  Little  John, 
and  Midge  the  Miller’s  fon, 

Which  made  the  young  maif  bend  his  bow, 
whep  he  did  fee  them  cojne. 

Stand  off,  Hand  off,  the  young  man  laid, 
what  is  your  will  with  me  ? 

You  mutt  come  before  o«r  maffer  flraight,  ' 
under  yonder  Green  Wood  Tree. 


{  *  ) 

An/  when  he  came  hold  Robin  before,, 


Robin  aiked  him  courteouffy, 

0  Karf'  thou  any  money  to  fpare 
for  my  merry  men  and  me? 
f  Have  no  money,  the  young  man  faid, 
but  five  ftnliirgs  and  a  ring. 

And  that  I  have  kept  this  feven  long  years, 
to  have  it  at  my  wedding.  •*  '  . 

Yefterday  I  fhould  have  married  a  maid, 

W  f  rom  me  ftifc  was  ta’en,  , 

And  chofen  to  be  an  old  Knight’s  delight, 
whereby  my*  poor  heart  is  ilain. 

What  is  thy  name  thfcn,  faid  Rdbin  Hood, 
come  tell  me  without  fail  ? 

By  this  faith  of  ray  body,  then  faid  the  young 
my  name  is  Allen-a-Dale.  [man, 

What  wilt  thou  give  me,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

in  rea^y  gold  or  fee, 

To  help  tfce  to  thy  true  -love  again, 
and  deliver  her  unto  thee'  ? 

I  have  no  money,  then  quoth  the  young  man, 

no  ready  gold  or  fee. 

But  I  will  fWear  upon  a  book, 
thy  true  fervaht  for  to  be. 

How  many  miles  is  it  to  tby  true  love, 
come  tell  me  without  any  guild  ? 


Allen  Ihould  have  kept  his  we 


What  doft  thou  here,  the  Bifhop  then  laid 
I  prithee  tell  unto  me  ? 

1  am  a  bold  harper,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
and  the  beftih  the  north  country,  . 
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0  welcome,  O  welcome,  the  biihop  then  faid, 

-  thatmufic  belt  pleafeth  me;  .  . 

You  ihall  have  no  mafic,  quoth.  Robin  Hood, 
til!  the  bride  and  bridegroom  I  fee. 

With  that  cfme  in  a  wealthy  Knight, 
who  was  both  gravej'and  old  ; 

And  after  him  a  finikin  lafsv  1 

that  di,d  fhine  like  glittering  gold. 

This  is  not  a  fit  match,  quoth  bold  Rojbin  Hood? 

that  you  do  feem  to  make  here  ; 

For  fince  yre  are  come  into  the  church, 
the  bride  ihall  choofe  'her  own  dear. 

The/i  Robin  Hood  put  his  horn  to  his  mouthy 
and  blew  blafts  two  or  three; 

Then  four  and  twenty  bowmen  bold 
came  leaping  over  the  lea. 

And  when  they  came  to  the  church, 
marching  all  On  a  row. 

The  firft  tnan  was  Ab’en-a>Dafe,  , 

to  give-'bold  Robin  his  bow. 

This  is  thy  true  love,  Robin  he  faid, 

young  AHen  as  I  have  heard  fay,  > 

And  thou'  (halt  be  married  at  the  lame  time, 
before  we  depart  away. 

That  ihall  not  fyp,  the  biihop  he  (aid, 
for  thy  word  {haR  not  Hand  ; 

They  ihall  be  three  times  aflt’d  in  the  church 
as  the  law  is  of  our  land.  ■  < 

Robin  Hood  pulled  off  the  biihop’s  coat, 
and  put  it  upon  Little  John ; 

By  the  faith  of  my  body,  then  Robin  he  faid  ' 
this  cloth  doth  make  thee  a  man.' 

When  Little  John  went  to  the  chair, 
the  people  began  io-  laugh : ' .  ' ' 

He  aik’d  them  feven  times  in  the  church, 
left  three  times  ihould  not  be  enough. 

JP  v 
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Who  gives  this  maid?  fa-id  Little  John; 

quoth  Robin,  that  do  I ;  -  -  •  ■  ■ 

And  he  that  takes  her  from  AIlen-a-Dale, 

full  dearly  Hiall  her  buy. ^ 

And  thus  having  ended  this  merry  wedding, 
the  bride  fhe  look’d  like  a  queen ! 

And  fo  they  return’d  to  the  merry  green  Wood  ; 
amongft  the  leaves  fo  green. 


10.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Shepherd;  fowling  how 
Robin  Hood,  Little  John ,  and  the  Shepherd 
-  fought  a  fore  combat . 


ALL  gentleman  and  yeomen  good,! 
down,  a  down,  a  down, 

1  wiffi  you  to  draw  near; 

For  a  ftcry  of  bold  Robin  Hood 
unto  ycu  I  will  declare. 

Down,  a  down,  a  down. 

As  Robin  Hood  walk’d  the  foreft  along, 
fome  paftime  for  to  efpy. 

There  was  he  aware  of  a  jolly  thepherd,  . 

that  on  the,  ground  did  lie, 

Arife,  a  rife,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
and  now  come  and  let  me  fee 
What  is  in  thy  bag  and  thy  bottle,  I  lay* 
come  tell  it  unto  fie.  - 

What’s  that  to  theef  thou  proud  Fellow, 

^  tell  me  as  l  do  Hand,  ■  ,  , 

What  haft  thou  to  do  with  ray  bottle  and  D»g  ? 

let  me  fee  thy  command. 

Come,  let  me  tafte  of  thy  bottle, 

or  it  may  breed  thee  woe; 

The  devil  a  drop,  thou  proud  fellow, 
of  my  bottle  thou  lhalt  fees » 


Until  thy  valour  hath  been  try’d, 

whether  thotl  wilt  fight  or  flee.  * 

What  fhall  we  fight  for?  faid  Robin  Hood* 
come  tell  it  fcon  unto. me; 

Here’s  twenty  pounds  in  good  red  gold, 

Win  it,  and  take  it  with  thee. 

The  fhepherd  he  flood  all  in  a  maze, 

•  and  knew  not  what  to  fay; 

I  have  no  money,  thou  proud  fellow, 
but  bottle  and  bag  I’ll  fay. 

I  am  content,  thou  fhephcid  Twain, 
fling  them  down  on  the  ground; 

But  it  will  breed  thee  mickle  paitH 
to  win  my  twenty  pound. 

Comev  draw  thyfword,  thou  proud  fellbw, 
thou  ftandeth  too  long  to  prate  ; 

This  hpbk  of  mine  (hall  let  thee  know 
a  coward  I  do  hate. 

So  they  fell  to.it  full  hard  and  fore, 
it  was  on  a  fu miner's  day ; 

From  ten  till  four  in  the  afternoon 
the  (hephercl  held  him  at  play. 

.Robin’s  buckler  prov’d  his  chief  defence, 

*  and  fav’d  him  many  a  bang ; 

For  every  blow  the  fhepherd  gave, 
made  Robin’s  fword  cry  twang. 

Many,  a  fturdy  blow  the  fhepherd  gave, 
and  that  bold  Robin  found  ; 

Till  the  blood  ran  tricklingfrom  his  head, 
then  he  fell  to  the  ground. 

Arife,  arife,  thou  proud  fellow, 
and  thou  wilt  have-fair  play, 

If  thou  wilt  yield  before  thou  go, 
that  I  have  won  the  day. 

A  boon,  a  boon,  faid  bold  Robin, 
if  that  a  man  thou  be, 

£>  2 
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Then  let  me  take  my  bugU  horn, 

and  blow  out  blafts  three.  *  \ 

Then  faid  the  Ihepherd  to  bold  Robin, 
to  that  I  will  agree ; 

For  if  thou  foouldV  blow  till  to-morrow  mom, 

I  (corn  a  foot  to  flee. 

Then  Robin  be  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 

and  he  blew  with  might  and  main,  i 

Until  he  cfpy’d  Little  John 

come  tripping  over  the  plain. 

Who  is  yonder,  thou  pro,ud  fellow, 

that  comps  down  yonder  hill ; 

Yonder  is  John,  bold  Robin  Hoed  s  man, 
fh,ll  fight  With  thte  thy  fill. 

What  is  the  matter,  faid  Aiittle  John, 
matter ,  come  tell  onto  me? 

My  cafe  is  hard,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
for  the  Ihepherd  hath  conquer  d  me. 

X  am  glad  of  that,  cries  Little  John, 
ihepherd  turn  thou  unto  me ; 

For  a  bout  with  thee  I  mean  to  have,  # 
either  come  fight  or  flee. 

Wi  h  all  my  heart,  thou  proud  fellow, 
for  it  never  ftiall  be  faid  ,  , 

That  a  fhepherd’s  hook,  at  thy  fturdy  look, 
will  one  jot  be  flifmay’d. 

So  they  fell  to  it  full  hard  and  fore, 
ttrivirg  for  viftory  ;  . 

I’ll  know,  fays  John,  ere  we  give  o  er, 
whether  thou  wilt  fight  or  flee 
The  Ihepherd  gave  John  a  fturdy  blow, 
with  his  hook  upon  his  chiii 
•JSefhrew  thy  heart,  faid  Little  John, 
thou  bafely  doft  begin.  •  . 

JJay,  that  is  nothing,  faid  the  Ihepherd, 
ciijier  yield  to  pe  the. day. 
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Op  I  will  bang  thy  back  and  Tides 
before  thou  goeft  thy  way.  _ 

W^iat  doft  thou  think,  thou  proud  fellow, 
that  thou  canft  conquer  me  ? 

Nay,  thou  {halt  know  before  thou  go,  ~ 
I’ll  fight  before  I  flee. 

Again  the  flxepherd  laid  on  him, 

the  Ihepherd  he  begun  ; 

Hold  thy  hand,  cry’d  jolly  Robin, 
l  will  yield  the  wager  won. 

With  alhmy  heart,  Taid  Little  John, ( 
to  that  I  will  agree; 

For  he  is  the  flower  of  (hepherd  fwams, 
the  like  l  ne’er  did  fee.  •  ' 

Thus  have  you  heard  of  Robin  Hood, 
alfo  of  Little  John  ; 

How  a  {hepherd  Twain  djd  conquer  them, 
/the  like  was  never  known. 


V  1^  famous  bat  tie  between  Rubin  Hoed  and 
the  Curt al  Friar,  neat  Fountain  Dale. 

y  *  -  * 

IN  the  fu  miner  time,  when  leaves  grow  green* 
and  flowers  are  frejh  and  gay, 

Robin  Hood  and  his  merry  men 
s  were  all  difpofed  to  play. 


Then  feme  would  leap,  and  fome  would  ru 

and  would  ufe  artillery ; 

Which  of  you  can 'a  good  bow  draw, 
a  good  archer  to  be  ? 

Which  of  you  can  kill  a  buck? 

0?  who  can  kill  a  doe  ? 

Or  who  can  kill  a  hart  of  Greece* 
five  hundred  foot  hitn  fro  ? 

Will  Scarlet  he  kill’d  a  bucl$, 
and  Midge  he  kill’d  a  doe ; 

And  Little  John  kill’d  a  hart  of  Greece, 
five  hundred  f ot  him  fro.  „ 

God’s  hi  effing  on  thy  heart,  faid  Robin  H 
'  that  fhot  fuch  a  Ihot  for  me ; 

J  Would  ride  my  hqrfe  an  hundred  miles 
to* find  one  to  match  thee. 

That  caufed  Will  Scarlet  to  laugh, 
he  laugh’d  full  heartily  ;  _  •,  , 

There  tiVea  a  friar  in  Fountain  Abbey 
will  beat  both  him  and  thee. 

The  curtal  friar  in  Fountain  Abbey 
well  ean  draw  a  good  flfong  bow; 

He  will  beat  both  >  00  and  your  yeoai*a* 
fet  them  nil  on  a  rpw: 

Robin  ,  Hood  took;  a  folemn  oa|g, 
it  was  by  Mary  free, 

That  he  would  neither  eat  nor  drink* 
till  the  friar  he  did  fee.  ■ 

Robin  Hood  put  on  hi|  harnefs  good, 

1  and  h*d  on  his  head  a  cap  of  fteel  5 
Broad  fwprd  and  bucklerbyhia  fide* 
andC  they  became  him  well. 

H*  took  his  bow  into  his  haiid, 

(it  was  of  a  trURy  tree)  .  ]  i 

With  a  fheaf  of  arrows  by  hultyt 

and  w  Fqatttain  IJftlf wew  hf  < 
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And  coming  to  fair  Fountain  Dale, 
no  farther  would  he  ride : 

There  was  be  aware  of  a  curtal  friar* 
walking  by  the  water  fide. 

The  friar  had  a  harr  efs  good* 
and  on  his  head  a  cap  of  Heel, 

Broad  fword  and  buckler  by  his  fide* 
and  they  became  hipi  well. 

Robin  Hood  lighted,  from  his  horle, 
and  ty’d  him  to  a  thorn,:  . 

Carry  mis*  over  the  water,  thou  curtal  fna£* 
or  thy  life  lhall  be  forlorn.  . 

The  friaf  took  Robin  Hood  on  hi§  back, 

deep -water  he  did  befifide, 

And  fpake  neither  good  word  nor  bad 
,  till  he  came  to  the  other  fide.  ^  ** 

Lightly  leap’d  Robin  ofF  the  friar’s  backy 
the  friar  faid  tp  him  again, 

Carry  me  over  the  ^atec,  fine  fellow, 

or  it  fhall  breed  thee  pain.  , 

Robin  Hood  took  the  friar  on  his  back, 
deep  water  he  did  beftride. 

And  fpoke  neither  good  nor  bad 

till  be  came  to  tbe  other  fide. 

Lightly  leap’d  the  friar  off  Rpbin  Hood’s  back* 
Robin  faid  to  him  again,  . 

Carry  me  over  the  water  thou  curtal  friar, 
or  it  lhall  breed  thee  paip.  .  . 

The  friar  he  took  Robin  Hood  on  his  back  aga$ 
and  ftepp’u  up  to  his*  knee ;  s  ‘ , 

Till  he  came  to  the  middle  of  the  ftream 
peither  good  nor  bad  fpake  he; 

And  coming  to  the  middle  of  the  (tread} 

there  he  threw  Robin  in ; 

.  ,  And  choofe  thee,  choofe  thee,,  fine  fellow^ 
whether  thou  wilt  fink  cr  fwim. 
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Robin  Hood  [Warn  to  a  bu(h  of  broom, 
the  friar  to  the  willow-wand  ;  ^ 

Bold  Robin  Hood  he  got  to  the  fhore, 
and  took  his  bow  in  his  hand,  v 

One  of  the  bell  arrows  under  his  befit  r 
to  the  friar  he  let  fly: 

The  curtal  friar  with  his  Heel  buckler 
did  put  his  arrow  by. 

Shoot  on,  (hoot  on.  thou  fine  fellow, 

(hoot  as  thou  hall  begun; 

If  thou  ftioot  here  a  fummer’s  day, 
thy  mark  I  will  not  Ihun : 

Robin  Hoo4  lhot  fo  palling  well, 
till  his  arrows  all  were  gone ; 

They  took  their  fwords  and  Heel,  bucklers, 
they  fought  with  might  and  main 

From  ten  o'clock  that  very  day, 
till  four  in  the  afternoon  ; 

Then  Robin  Hood  camfc  on  his  knees, 
of  the  friar  to  beg  a  boon. 

A  boon,  a  boon,  thou  curtal  friar, 

*•  I  beg  it  on  my  knee;  ' 

Give  me  leave  to  fet  my  horn  to  my  mouth, 
and  to  blow  blalls  three. 

That  I  will  do,  faid  the  curtal  friar, 
of  thy  blalls  I  have  no  doubt  , 

I  hope  thou  wilt  blow  fo  palling  well, 
till  both  thy  eyes  drop  but. 

Rc  bin  Hood  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 
and  he  blew  out  blalls  three,  .  ' 

Haifa  hundred  yeomen,  with  their  bows  bent 
came  ranging  over  the  lea^ 

Whofe  men  are  thefe,  faid  the  friar, 
that  come  fo  hallily ,? 

Thefe  are  mine,  laid  Robin  Hood, 
friar  what’s  that  to  thee? 
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A  boon,  a  boon,  faid  the  curtal  fria r, 
the  like  l  gave  to  thee; 

Give  me  leave  to  fet  my  fill  to'my  mouth* 
and  whute  whutes  three.  . 

That  I  will  do,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
or  elfe  I  were  to  blame ; 
t  Three  whutes  in  a  friar’s  fill  #  ' 

would  make. me  glad  and  fain.  \  1 '  y  ; 
The  friar  he  fet  his  lift  to  his  mouth,  j 

and  he  whuted  him  whutes  three  Jr 
*  Half  an  hundred  good  bay  dogs  ■ 
came  running  over  thi  lea.  / 

Here  is  for  every  man  a  dog, 

and  I  my felf  for  thee;  y. 

Nay,  by  my  faith,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

’  *  friar,  that  may  not  be. 

/  Two  dogs  at  once  to  Robin  did  go, 

1  the  one  behind,  and  the  other  before }, 

Robin  Hood’s  mantle  of  Lincoln  green 
off  from  his  back  they  tore. 

■  And  whether  his  men  (hot  eaft  or  weft, 

or  they  ihot  north  or  fotith,  ,• 

The  curtal  dogs,  fo  taught  they  were, 
they  caught  the  arrows  ip  their  motrth, 

Take  off  thy  dogs,  faid  Little  John, 
friar  at  my  bidding  thee'; 

Whofe  man  art  thou,  faid  the  curtal  fruf, 
t  that  corttes  here  to  prate  to  me  i 
*  J  am  L  ttle  John,  Robin  Hood’s  map, 
ftriar.  1  will  not  lie  ; 

If  thou  take  not  pp  thy  dogs  anon, 

1  I’ll  take  them  up  and  thee. 

Little  John  had  a  bow  in  his  hand, 
he  Ihot  with  might  and  maip  j 
Soon  half  a  fcore  of  the  friar’s  dogs 
lay  dead  upon  the  jplaih. 

/  c  *  '■  • 


'  ' 
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Holdnky  hand,  good  fellow,  faid  the  cortal  frtar, 

thy  ma^er  and  I  will  agree; 

And  we  will  have  new  orders  taken, 

with  all  hafte  that  may  be.  ; 

If  thou  wilt  forteke  fair  Fountain  Dale, 
and  Fountain  Abbey  free, 

.Every  Sunday  throughout  the  year 
a  noble  'ttial!  be  thy  fee. 

Every  Sunday  throughout  the  yeari 
chang’d  lhall  thy  garments  be, 

If  thou  wilt  to  fair  Nottingham  go,  .. 

and  there  remain  with  me. 

The  curtal  friar  had  kept  Fountain  Dale, 
feyen  long  years  afad  more  ; 

There  was  neither  knight,  lord,  or  earl, 
could  make  him  yjeld  before. 

12.  Robin  Hold  newly  revived;  or.  His  meeting 
and  his  fighting  his  Coufin  Scarlet. 

To  a  new  Tune. 

COME  liften  a- while,  you  gentlemen  all, 
with  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down, 
that  are  this  bower  within  ; 

For  a  ftory  of  gallant  Robin  Hood, 

I  purpofe  ilow  to  begin.  • 

What  time  of  the  day  1  quoth  Robin  Hood  , 
quoth  Little  John,  ’tis  in  the  prime ;  . 

Why  then  we  will  to  the. Green  Wood  gang, 
for  we  have  no  victuals  to  dine. 

As  Robin  Hood  walk’d  the  foreft  along, 

*  it  was  in  the  midft  of  the  day, 

There  was  he  aware  of  a  deft  young  man, 
as  ever  walk’d  on  the  way. 
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His  doublet  was  of  -fillr,  tis  laid* 
bis  dockings  like  fcarlet  Ihone 
And  bravely  he  walk’d  on  the  way, 
to  Robin  Hood  then  unknown. 

A  herd  of  deer  was  in  th bend, 

all  feeding  before. his  face;  . 

Now  the  belt  of  you  I’ll  have  to  any  dinner, 
and  that  in  a  little  fpace.  . 

Now  the  ftranger  he  had  no  mickle  a  , 
but  Jie  bent  a  right  g*od  bow^ 

And  the  belt  of  all  the  herd  he  flew, 

full  forty  yards  him /ro.  \  ,  . 

Well  foot,  well  foot, /aid  Rpbm  Hood  thee, 
that  font  was  {hot  in  time  ;  "  ■  ^  ■ 

And  if  thou  wilt  accept  of  the  place, 
thou  (halt  be  a  bold  yeoman  of  mine. 

Go  play  the  chiven,  the  ftranger  then  laid, 
make  hafte,  and  quickly  go; 

Or  with  my  fill,  be  lure  of  this. 

I’ll  cive  thee  buffets  fore.  .  .  „  n , 

Thou  hadft  not  beft-buffet  roe,  quoth  RobmHood, 

for  altho’ I  am  forlorn* 

Yet  I  have  fome  one  will  take  my  part, 
if  I  do  but  blow  my  horn.  ,  „ 

Thou  hadft  not  belt  windthyhorn,  the  ftranger 
be  thou  never  fo  much  in  hafte .  L 

For  I  can  draw  a  good  broad  fwora, 
and  quickly  cut  the  blaft. 

Then  Robin  Hood  bent  a  very  good  bow, 
to  fhoot,  and  that  he  would  fain ; 

The  ftranger  bent  a  very  good  bow, 
to  Ihoot  at  bold  Robin  again.  « 

O  hold  thy  hand,  hold  thy  hand,  quoth  Robm, 
to  (hoot  it  vjould  be  iir  vam ;  s 

For  if  we  Ihoot /  the  one  at  the  other. 
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Outlet's  take  our  fwordi  and  our  broad  buckler*, 

and  gang  under  yonder  tree  ; 

'  As  I  hope  to  be  fav’d,  the  ftranger  be  faid. 
one  foot  I  wiil  not  flee. 

Then  Robin  Hood  leqt  the  ftranger  a  blow, 

moft  fear’d  him  out  of  his  w.ts;  .  .  , 

Thou’lt  feel  a  blow,  the  ftranger  he  faid, 
that  fhall  be  better  quits.  , 

The  ftsanger  then  with  a  good  broad  fword 
hit  Robin  on  the  crown,  .  '  .  . 

That  from  every  hair  of  bold  Robin  Hood  s  head 
the  blood  ran  trickling  doWn. 

God  a  mercy,  good  fellow,  quoth  Robin  Hood 
and  for  this  thou  h?ft  done ;  ;y  Ltnen, , 

Tell  me,  good  fellow,  what  thou  art  ? 

tell  me  where  thou  doft  won  ?  ♦  . 

The  ftranger  then  anfwered  bold  Robin  Hood, 
I’ll  tell  thee  where  I  do  dwell ; 

In  Maxfield  town  I  was  born  and  bred, 
my  name  is  young  Gamewdl. 

For  killing  of  my  father’s  fteward, 
am  forc’d  to  this  Englifh  wood, 

Ar  d  for  to  feek  an  uncle  of  mine, 

fome  call  him  Robin  Hood. 

But  art  thou  a  coufin  of  Robin  Hood  •?  . 

the  fooner  we  (hould  have  done  : 

As  I  hope  to  be  fav’d  ,-the  ftranger  then  faid, 

I  am  his  own  lifter’s  fon.  ^  . 

Butlcro  !  what  killing  and  courting  were  there, 
when  the’e  two  c  ufins  did  meet;  >, 

And  they  went  all  t,hat  famnier  s  day, 
and  Little  John  did  not  meet; 

But  when  they  met  with  Little  John, 
he  u  to  him  did  fay, 

O  matter,  pray  where  have  you  been, 
you  have  tarry'd  to  tong  away  I  V 


C ;  49  )  . - 

I  met  with  a  ftranger,  quoth  Robin  Hood  then, 
fbll  fore  he  has  beaten  me ; 

Then  I’ll  have  a  boot  with  him,  quoth  Little 
and  try  if  he  can  beat  me.  {John# 

O  nOj  O  no,  quoth  Robin  Hood  then. 

Little  John  it  muft  not  be  fo;  . 

For  he  is  my  own. filter’s,  fon,  /  v  » . >  O  j 

and  coulins  I  have  no  more ; 

Bufc  he  (hall  be  a  bold  yeoman  ofimne, 
my  chief  man  next  to  thee  ;  . 

And  I  Robin  Hood,  and  thou  Little  John, 
and  Scarlet  he  fliall  be ; 

And  we’ll  be  three  of  the  bra  veil  outlaws 
that  are  in  the  north  country.  , 

If  thcu’lt  hear  any  more  of  bold  Robin  Haod, 
in  the  fecond  part  it  will  be.  , 

Then  b61d  Robin  Hood  to  the  north  he  would  go, 

with  valour  and  mickle  might. 

With  Vord  by  b»s  fide,  which  oft  hadbeen  try  d, 
to  fight  and  recover  his  right. 

The  firft  that  he  met  was  a  boney  bold  Scot, 
hU  ftrvant  he  faid  he  would  be ; 

No,  quoth  bold  Robin  Hood,  it  cannot  be  good, 
•for  thou  wilt  prove  falfe  unto  roe, 

,  Thou  haft  not  been  true  to  fire  or  cuz; 
nay,  marry,  the  Scot  he  fa  d, 

'As  true  as  your  heart,  1’tt  never  part, 

»obd  mailer  be  not  afraid. 

_ _  t  •  t  t  1  i _ x.  )  J  Ll.  A,  ita  Sa  a  OO  If 
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The  enemy  compafs’d  brave  Robin  about, 

’tis  long  ere  the  battle  ends ; 

There’s  neither  will  yield,  nor  give  up  the  field* 
fo  both  are  fupplied  vyith  friends. 

This  fong  it  was  made  in  Robin  Hood’s  days, 
let’s  pray  unto  Jove  above 

To  give  us  true  peace,  that  mifchief  may  cetfe, 
and  war  may  give  place  unto  love. 


13.  Renowned  Robin  Hood  s  or,  Hts  famous  Arthery 
truly  related ,  in  the  worthy  exploits  be  performed 
before  ££peen  Catharine. 

i  . 

GOLD  takea  from  the  King’s  ha’rbioger, 
Down,  a  down,  a  down,  , , 

as  feldom  h2S  been  feeh,  Down,  &c. 

And  carried  by  bold  Robin,  (%  r 
for  a  prefent  to  the  queen.  Down,  &C* 

If  that  I  live  one  year  to  an  end* 

thus  did  queen  Catharine  fav,  * 

Bold  Robin  Hood  I'll  be  thy  friend, 
and  all  thy  yeomen  gay. 

The  queen  is  to  her  chamber  gone,  , 
fad  a$  the  could  wend  ( 


.  ■  (  51  } 

She  .calls  unto  her  lovely  page, 
bis  name  was  Richard  Parrington, 
Cope  hither  to  me,  thou  lovely  page 
come  thou  hitherto  unto  me ; 
Forjthou  muft  poft  unto  Nottingham 


as  faft  as  thou  can  dree. 

And!'  as  thou  geeft  uiito  Nottingham, 
fearch  all  thofe  Englifh  Woods  ; 

Inqu  ire  of  one  good  yeoman  or  .another 
that  can  tell  thee  of  Robin  Hood. 

Soth times  he  yvalk'd,  fometimes  he  ran 
J  ah  faft  as  he  could  wend, 

And  when  be  came  to  Nottingham,  ; 

he  there  took  up  his  inn. 

He  call'd  for  a  bottle  of  Rhenilh  wine, 

*nd  drinks  a  health  to  the  queen, 
Wiftiing  he  might  now  fpeedily 
find  out  jolly  Robin. 

There  fat  a  yeoman  by  his  fide, 
ivho  faid.  Tweet  page,  tell  me. 

What  is  thy  bufinefs,  or  thy  caufe. 

To  far  in  the  north  country  ? 

This  is  my  bufinefs,  and  my  caufe, 
fir.  I’ll  tell  it  yob  for  good. 

To  inquire  of  one  good  yeoman  or  another 


to  tell  me  of  Rebin  Hood. 

2*11  get  my  horfe  betinpcs  in  the  morn, 

■be  it*by  break  of  My }  < 

And  I  will  fhow  the*  Robin  Hood, 
t  )and  all  his  yeomen  gay. 

When  he  came  Robin  Hood  before, 

*  i  he  fell  down  on  his  knee  ; 

Queen  Catharine  (he  does  greet  you  well, 
ftte  greets  you  well  by  me. 

She  bids  you  poft  to  fair  London  town, 

■  not  fearing  any  thing ; 


For  (here  (hall  be  a  little  fport,  . 

arid  Ihe  hath  fent  you  a  ring. 

Robin  Hood  took  jjfis  mantle  from  hit  back 
it  was  of  Lincoln  green, 

And  fent  it  by  his  lovely  page 
for  a  prefent  to  the  queen.. 

In  fumrr.er  time  when  leaves  grow  green, 
it  was  a  feemly  fight  to  fee 
How  Robin  Hood  had  dreffed  himfelf, 
and  all  his  yeomendree. 

He  cloth’d  his  men  in  Lincoln  green, 
and  himfeif  in  fcarlet  red, 

Black  hats,  white  feathers,  all  alike, 
now  bold  Robin  Hood  is  rid. 

And  when  he  came  to  London  court 
he  fell  down  on  his  knee: 

Thou  art  welcome,  Robin,  faid  the  queen, 
and  all  thy  yeomendree. 

Come  hither,  Torpus,  faid  the  king, 
bow-bearer,  after  me ;  ' 

Come  meafure  me  out  with  this  line 
.  how  long  our  mark  mud  be. 

What  is  the  wager  ?  faid  the  queen, 
that  I  mull  now  make  here  : 

Three  hundred  tons  of  Rhenilh  wine, 
three  hundred  tons  of  beer  ; 

Three  hundred  of  the  fatteft  harts 
that  run  cn  Dallum  lea* 

That’s  a  princely  wager,  faid  the  queen, 
that  1  mult  needs  tell  thee. 

With  that  befpoke  one  Clifton  then, 
full  quickly  and  full  foon, 

Meafure  no  mark  for  us,  moft'fov,"*: — 
we’II  lhoot  at  fun  and  moon. 

Full  fifteen  fcore  your  mark  (hall 
full  fifteen  fcore  {hall  {land; 


:  (  «  >  • 

fj*il  lay  my  bow,  faid  Clifton  then, 

PH  cleave  the  willow  wand. 

With  that  the  king’s  archers  led  about, 
till  it  was  three  to  none 

With  that  the  ladies  began  to  (bout, 
madam,  yonr  game  is  gone. 

A  boon,  a  boon,  queen  Catharine  cries, 

I  crave  it  on  my  knee; 

Is  there  ever  a  knight  jsf  your  privy-council 
on  queen  Catharine’s  fide  wi)l  be  ? 

Come  hither  to  me,  Sir  Richard  Lee, 
thou  art  a  knight  full  good  ; 

For  I  do  know  thy  pedigree, 

thou  fprahg’ft  from  Gower’s  blood. 

Come  hither  to  me,  thou  bilhop  of  Herefordftiire, 
for  a  noble  prielt  was  he  ; 

By  my  filver  mitre,  faid  the  bilhop. 

I’ll  not  bet  one  penny. 

-The  king  has  archers  of  his  own, 
full  r^ady  and  full  right ; 

4nd  thefe  be  ftranger?  every  one, 
no  man  knows  what  they  height. 

What  wilt  thou  bet  ?  faid  Robin  Hood, 
jthop  feeft  oor  game  the  .worfe : 

]j$y  my  filver  mitre,  faid  the  bilhop, 
all  the money  within  my  purfe. 

What  is  in  thy  purfe  i  faid  Robin  Hood,  " 
throw  it  on  the  ground  ; 

Ninety-nine  angels,  faid  the  bilhop, 
its  near  to  fifty  poqnd. 

Robin  Hood  took  his  bag  from  his  fide, 

I  and  threw  it  on  the  green ; 

Will  Scarlet  then  went  fmiling  away, 

I  know  who  this  money  mult  win. 

With  that  the  king’s  archers  laid  about, 
while  it  was  three  to  three  ; 

•,/T  -E3 
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ies  gave  a  fhout, 
i Ate  thy  knee, 
e  now,  faid  the  king, 
say  for  all ; 

and  whifper’d  the  queen, 
(hall  be  but  fmall. 

1  did  lead  about. 


arrow. 


With  that  the  la< 


lies  gave  a 
Woodcock,  tftyfAre 
It  is  three  to  three 
the  next  three  pa 
Robin  Hood  went 
the  king’s  part 
Then  Robin  Hood  did  lead 
he  (hot  it  under-hand. 

And  Clifton  with  a  bearing 
he  clove  the  willow  wand. 

And  Little  Midge  the  miller’s 
he  (hot  not  much  the  worfe 
He  (hot  within  a  finger  of  the  mans.— 
now,  bi(hop,  beware  of  your  purfe. 

A,  boon,  a  boon,  queen  Catharine  cries, 

I  crave  it  on  my  knee. 

That  you  will  angry  be  with  ncne 
that  is  of  my, party, 

They  (hall  have  forty  days  to  come,  *\ 
arid  forty  days  to  go. 

And  three  times  forty  to  fport  and  play, 
then  welcome  friend  or  foe. 

Then  thou  art  welcome,  Robin  Hood,  faid 
and  fo  is  Little  John, 

And  fo  is  Midge  the  miller's  ion, 
thrice  welcome  every  one. 

Is  this  Robin  Hood  ?  the  king  then 
for  it  was  told  to  me 
That  he  was  (lain  in  the  palacotnate. 

fo  far  in  the  north  country. 

Is  this  Robin  Hood  ?  quoth  the 
as  it  feems  well  to  be  ? 

Had  I  known  it  to 
I  would  not  have 
He  took  me  late  on 
and  boi)nd  me  fait  to  a 


And  made  me  fing  mafs,  God  wot, 
to  him  and  his  yeomendree. 

What,  if  I  did,  fays  Robin  Hood,. 

of  that  mafs  I  was  full  fain : 

For  recompenfe  of  that,  fays  he, 
here’s  half  thy  gold  again. 

#  Now  nay,  now  nay,  fays  Little  John, 
mafter.  that  may  not«be ; 

-  We,muft  give  gifts  to  the  king’s  officers, 
that  gold  will  ferve  thee  and  me. 

14.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Golden  Arrow. 

WHEN  as  the  ftveriff  of  Nottingham 
Was  come  with  mickle  grief, 

He  talk’d  no  good  of  Robin  Hood, 

J  that  flrong  and  ftindy  thief.  Fal,  .lal,  &c 
So  unto  London  road  he  pafs’d, 

'  his  lofses  to  unfold 
To  king  Richard,  who  did 'regard 
the  tale  that  he  had  told. 

Why,’  quoth  the  king,  what  (hall  I  do, 

'  j  art  thou  not  fherifF  for  me? 

The  law  is  in  force,  go  take  thy  courfe 
Vtfj  of  them  that  injure  thee. 

Go,  get  thee  gone,  and  by  thyfelf 

devife  fome  tricking  game  ■< 

.A For  to  enthral  thofe  rebels  all : 

.  go  take  thy  courfe  with  them.  „ 

So  away  the  fherifF  he  return’d, 
j  and  by  the  way  he  thought 
^On  the  words  of  the  king,  and  how  the  thing 
'  tp  pafi  might  well  be  brought. 

For  within  his  mind  he  imagin’d 
*ha$  when  fuch  matches  were, 

'Thefq  outlaws  flout,  without  all  doubt) 

-  would  be  bowmen  there. 


So  themfelves  they  mix’d  with  the  reft, 
to  prevent  all  fufpicion ;  ,  _v 

For  if  they  (hould  together  hold,  % 

they  thought  it  no  difcretion- 
So  the  (her iff  look’d  round  about, 
amongft  eight  hundred  men; 

4  But  could  not  fee  the'fight  that  he 
had  long  expelled  then.  / 

Some  faid,  if  Robin  Hood  was  here, 
and  all  his  men>to  boot. 

Sure  none  of  them  could  pafs  thefe  men, 
fo  bravely  they  do  (hoot. 

Ay,  quoth  the  Iheriff,  and  fcrafch’d  his  head, 
I  thought  he  would  have  been  fifere, 

I  thought  he  would,  but,  tHo’  he’s  bold, 
he  durft  not  now  appear. 

4 '  ©  that  word  griev*4  Robin  to  the  heart, 
he  vex’d  in  his  blood  : 

Ere  long,  thou  very  well  {halt  fee 
that  here  was  Robin  Hood.  ' 

Some  cry’4  blue  jacket,  another  ery’d  brown 
and  the  third  cry’d  brave  yellow, 

But  the  fourth  man  faid  yon  man  in  red 
in  this  place  has- no  fellow  ; 

For  that  was  Robin  Hood  himfelf, 
for  he  was  clothed  in  red, 

,  At  ev’ry  {hot  the  prize  he  got, 

<  for  he  was  both  fure  and  dead. 

^  So  ah  arrow  with  a  golden  head, 

*  and  lhaft  of  filver  white, 

Bold  Robin  Hood  won,  and  bore  with  him, 
as  his  own  proper  right. 

Thefe  outlaws  there  that  very  day, 
todhun  all  kinds  of  doubt, 

By  three  or  four,  no  lefs  nor  more, 
as  they  #ent  in  came  out. 
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Until  they  all  aflembled  ware 
under  the  Green  Wood  *hade » 

When  they  relate  in  pleafant  fport, 
what  brave  paftime  they  made.  ^ 

Says  Robin  Hood,  now  all  my  care  i*» 
hbw  that  the  Iherrff  may 
Know  certainly,  that  it  was  I 
that 'bore  his  arrow  away. 

Says  Little  John,  my  Couaftl  good  v 
did  take  effed  before  » 

So  therefore  now,  if  you’ll  allow* 

PH  advife  once  more.  . 

Speak  en,  fpeak  on,  faid  Robin  Hood* 
thy  wit’s  both  quick  and  found  $ 

.  1  know  no  man  among  ft  u»  can 

for  wit  like  thee  be  found*  '  . 

This  I  advife,  then  faid  Little  John, 
that  a  letter  it  ihall  be  nennM, 

And,  when  it  is  dorte,  to  Nottingham 

you  it  to  the  IheriflF  fltall  fend. 

Thai’s  weH  advifed,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

but  how  muift  it  be  fent  f*  f  , 

Pugh !  when  you  pleafe,  ’ti»  done  with 
mailer  be  thou  con  tent* 

J»il  ftick  it  on  nfy  arrow’s  bead, 
and  (hoot  it  into  the  town  $ 

The  mark  (hall  ftiow  where  it  muft  go, 

whenever  it  lights  dtnvn.  • 

This  project  it  was  foon  perform’d: 

the  lheriff  the  letter  had. 

Which,  when  he  read,  he  ferateh  d  hts  head, 

and  rav’d  like  one  that’sjmad.  *! 

So  we’ll  leave  him  chafing  ui  hit  grtifl, 
which  will  do  him  no  good.  . 

^jpw  my  friends  attend,  and  hear  the  end 
of  hone  ft  bold  Robin  Hooda 


<r 
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15*  Robin  Hoof*  Chafe  j  or,  A  merry  Progrefibt - 
tween  Robin  Hood  and  King  Henry, 

COME  you  gallants  all,  to  you  I  call, 
with  a  hoy  down,  down,  and  a  down, 
that  now  aro  in  this  place ;  _  .  t  r; ' 

For  a  fong  I  will  fing  of  Henry  our  king, 
how  bold  Robin  Hood  he  did  chafe. 

Queen  Catharine  Ihe  then  a  match  did  make, 
as  plainly  doth  appear ;  . 

For  three  hundred  tuns  of  good  red  wine, 
and  three  hundred  tuns  of  brer. 

But  (he  had  her  archers  to  feelc, 

with  their  bows  and  arrows  fo  good,, 

But  her  mind  it  was  bent,  with  a  full  intent, 
to  fend  for  bold  Robin  Hood.  > 

But  when  Robin  Hood  he  came  there, 
queen  Catharine-  ihe  did  lay, 

Thou  art  welcome,  Lockfley,  unto  me, 
and' thou  on  my  pare  muftplay. 

If  I  mifs  the  mark,  be  it  light  or  dark, 
and  all  my  yeomen  gay, 

For  a  match  of  ibooting  1  have  made, 
then  hanged  will  I  be. 

But  when  the  game  was  to  be  play’d, 
bold  Robin  won  it  with  grace  5 
But  after  the  king  was  angry  with  him, 
and  vow’d  he  would  him  chafe. 

What  tho’  his  pardon  granted  was, 
while  he  with  them  did  ftay,  '■  * 

But  yet.the  king  was  r*x’d  at  him, 
when  he  was  gone  away. 

Soon  after  the  king  from  court  did  hie, 
in  a  furious  angry  mood. 

And  oft  inquired  frr  and  near 
after  bola  Robin  Hood. 


(  60  )  „  / 

But  when  the  king  to  Nottingham  came, 
bold  Robin  was  in  the  wood  } 

O  come,  fa  id  he,  and  let  me  fee 
who  can  find  bold  Robin  Hood. 

But  when  Robin  Hcod  he  did  hear 
the  king  had  him  in  chafe. 

Then  (jtid  Little  John,  ’tis  time  to  be  gone, 
and  that  to  another  place* 

Then  away  they  went  tQ  merry  Sherwood, 
and  into  Yorkfhire  they  djd  hie  j 
But  the  king  did  follow  with  a  whoop  and  a, 
but  couldPnct  come  him  nigh.  v  [halloo. 
Yet  joily  Robin  he  pafsed  along, 
and  went  to  Newcaftle  town, 

And  their  ftaid  hours  two  or  three, 
and  then  he  for  Berwick  was  bound. 

When  the  king  he  did  fee  how  Robin  Hood  did 
he  was  vex’d  wondrous  fore  ;  [flee. 

With,  a  whoop  ajnd  a  halloo  he  vow’d  to  follow, 
and  take  him  and  never  give  o’e-. 

Come,  now  let’s  away,  faid  Little  John, 
let  any  man  follow  that  dare  ; 

To  Cariifle  we’ll  hie  with  our  company, 

and  fo  then  to  Lancafter.  /i  u 

From  Lancafter  then  to  Chefter  they  went, 
a.id  fo  did  king  Henry; 

But  Robin  went  away,  for  he  durft  not  flay, 
for  fear  of  fome  treachery. 

Says  Robin,  let  us  for  fair  London  go, 

to  fee  our  noble  queen’s  face ;  ,, 

It  may  be  ihe  wants  cuncompany, 
which  makes  the  king  fo  us  chafe. 

When  Robin  he  came  queen  Catharine  before, 
he  fell  upon  his  knee  ;  "  « 

If  it  pleafe  your  grace,  I  am  come  to, this  place 
to  fpeak  with  king  Henryk 
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Queen  Catharitm  (he  anfwered  bold  Robin  agaiti, 
the  king  is  gone  t©  mtrry  Sherwood, 

Ahd  when  he  went  %way,  to  me  he  did  fay, 
he  would  go  and  fetch  Robin  Hood. 

Then  fare  you  well  my  gracious  queen, 
for  to  Sherwood  I  will  hie  apace; 

For  fain  would  I  fee  what  he  would  have  with  me, 
if  I  could  but  meet  with  bis  grace. 

But  when  that  king  Henry  he  came  home, 
full  weary  and  vex’d  in  mind  ; 

And  when  he  did  hear  that  Robin  had  been  there, 
he  blam’d  Dame  Fortune  unkind. 

You’re  welcome  home,  queen  Oath’rine  cry’d, 
Henry,  my  fov’reign  liege  ; 

Bold  Robin  Hood,  that  arejier  good, 
your  perfon  has  been  to  feek.  < 

A  boon,  a  boon,  queen  Catharine  cry’d, 

1  beg  it  of  your  grace/ 

To  pardon  his  life,  and  feek  not  ftrife; 
and  fo  ends  Robin  Hood’s  chafe. 


16.  Robin  Hood's  Golden  Prize  j  p  owing  bow  be 
•  '  .  robbed  two  Priejli  of 500/. 

IHave  heard  talk  of  Robin  Hood,  [derry,  &c. 
and  of  brave  Little  John ; 


(  «2  )  , 

Of  Friar  Tuck,  and  Will  Scarlet, 

Lockfley,  and  Maid-Matrion. 

Hey  down,  derry  down. 

But  fuch  a  tale  as  this  before 
I  think  was  never'  known 

For  Robin  Hood  aifguiled  himfelf, 
and  from  the  wood  is  gone. 

Like  to  a  friar  Robin  Hood 

was  accoutred  in  array  ;  \  .  t  . 

With  hood,  gown,  beads,  and  crucifix, 
he  pafs’d  upon  the  way. 

He  had  not  gone  paft  miles  two  or  three, 
but  it  was  his  chance  to  efpy 

Two  lufty  priefts  clad  a.11  in  black, 
came  riding  gallantly. 

Benedicite,  then,  faid  Robin  Hood,  , 
fome  pity  cn  me  take;  . 

Crofs  you  my  hand  with  a  Angle  groat, 
for  our  dear  Lady*s  fake. 

For  I  have  been  wandering  all  this  day, 
and  nothing  Cituld  I  ge;t; 

]Sot  fo  much  as  .one  cup  of  drink, 
or  bit  of  bread  to  eat. 

By  our  holy  Dame,  the  priefts  reply'd, 
we  never  a  penny  have  ;  >>  . 

For  we  this  morning  have  been  robb’d, 
and  could  no  money  fave.,. 

I  am  much  afraid,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
that  you  both  do  tell  a  lie  :  > 

And  now  before  you  do  go  hence 
I  am  refolv’d  to  try. 

When  as  the  priefls  heard  him  fay  fo, 
they  rode  away  amain ; 

But  Robin  Hood  betook  to  his  heels  , 
and  foon  overtook  them  again. 

Then  Robin  Hoed  laid  hbld  of  them  both, 

and  fttU’d  them  down  from  tbeix  horfer 


,  (  03  ) 

O  fpare  us,  friar,  the  priefts  cfy’d  out,- 

on  us  have  fome  remorfe.  , 

Vou  faid  you’d  no  money,  quoth  Robin  Hooo* 
wherefore  without  delay 

We  three  will  fall  upon  our  knees, 
and  for  money  we  will  pray. 

The  priefts  they  could  not  gainfay ; 
r  but  down  they  kneel’d  with  fpeed, 

Send  us,  O  fend  us,  "then  quoth  they, 
fome  money  to  ferve  our  need.  ^ 

<  The  priefts  did  pray  with  mournful  ehqpr, 

(  fometimes  their  hands  did  ring  ; 

Sometime^  they  wept  and  tore  their  hair, 
while  Robin  did  merrily  fing. 

When  they  had  been  praying  an  hour’s  fpace, 
the  prielts  did  (till  lament ; 

Then  quoth  bold  Robin,  now  let’s  fee 
*  what  money  Heaven  hath  us  feht, 

We  will  be  lharers  all  alike, 
of  money  that , we  have ; 

And  there  is  never  a  one  of  us 
that  his  fellow  (hall  deceive. 

The  priefts  their  hand*  into  their  pockets  put, 
but  money  cotlld  find  none  ; 

We’ll  fearch  ourfclves,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
each  01  her  one  by  one. 

Then  Robin  Hoed  took  pains  to  fearch  them, 
and  he  found  good  ftore  of  gold  ; 

‘f,  Five  hundred  pieces  presently 
upon  the  ground  he  told. 

Here  is  a  brave  (how,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
fuch  (lore  of  gold  to  fee ; 

And  you  (hall  each  one  have  a  ■part, 
becaufe  you  pray’d  fo  heartily. 

He  gave  them  fifty  pounds  a- piece, 
gnd  the  reft  for  himfelf  did  keep ; 

'  F  2  .  < 

\  . 


f 


(  64  ) 


The  priefts  they  durft  not  fpeak  a  word, 
but  fish’d  wondrous  deep. 

With  that  the  prieils  rofe  up  from  their  knees, 
thinking  to  have  parted  fo: 

Nay  itay,  fays  Robiri  Hood,  or.e  thing  more 


1  hav<?  to  fay  ere  you  go. 

You  Shall  be  (worn,  fays  Robin  Hood,  %i.. 

up.  n  this  holy  grafs. 

That  you  will  never  tell  lies  again, 
which  way  foever  you  pafc. 

'The  fecond  oath  that  you  here  molt  take,  * 

that  all  the  days^of  your  lives 
You  never  mall  tempt  maids  tQ  fin, 

nor  lie  with  other  men’s  wives.,  -t 

The  lali  oath  that  you  (hall  take,  is  this,  v 

be  charitable  to  the  poor;  * 

Say  you  have  met  with  a  holy  friar,  v 

and  I  defire  no  more. 

He  fet  them  orf  their  horfes, 

flhd  away  then  they  did  ride  ;  .  -  '' 

And  he  returned  to  the  merry  Green  Wood,  * 
with  great  joy,  mirth,  and  pride. 


17  .  Robin  Flood  rcfcuing  Will  S  tut  elf  from  the  Sheriff 
and  his  Men,  who  had  taken  him  Prifoner,  and 
were  going  to  hang  him. 

Tune  of  Robin  Hood  and  Queen  Catharine.  ■  V 

WHEN  Robin  Hood  in. the  Green  Wood 
derry  derry  down,  '  [Rood, 

under  the  Green  Wood  Tree  ; 

Tidings  there  came  to  him  with  fpeed,  ~  „ 

tidings  for  certainty  ;  .  ' 

Hey  down";  derry  derry  down. 


/ ' 


.  7  ‘  (  65  ) 

That  Will  Stately  furprifed  was, 
and  he  in  prifon lay; 

Three  varlets  that  the  king  had  hir  d, 
did  bafely  him  betray. 

Aye,  and  to-morrow  bang’d  mult  be, 
to-morrpw  as  it  is  day! 

Before  they  could  the  victory  get, 
two  of  them  did  Stutely  flay. 

When  Robin  did  hear  the  fame, 

O  it  did  grieve  him  fore ; 

And  to  his  merry  men  he  faid, 
who  altogether  fworfe 
That  Will.  Stately  ftioald  refeu  d  be 
and  be  brought  back  again: 

Or  elfe  many  a  gallant  knight 
for  his  fake  there  be  flairi. 

He  cloth’d  himfelf*  in  fcarlet  then, 
his  men  were  all  in  green; 

A  finer  lhow  throughout  the  world 
in  no  place  could.be  fedn. 
pood  lord,  it  was  a  gallant  fight, 
to  fee  them  all  on  a  tow  * 

With  ev’ry  man  a  good  broad  fword, 
and  eke  a  good  yew  bow. 

Forth  from  the  Green  Wood  they  are  gone, 
yea  all  courageoufly, 

Refolving  to  bring 'Stutely  home, 
or  every  roan  to  die. 

And  w'-ien  they  came  to  the  caftle  near, 
wherein  Will  Stutely  lay, 

I  hold  it  good,  faid  Robin  Hood,  . 

we  here  in  ambulh  Hay*  , 

And  fend  one  forth  feme  news  to  hear, 
to  yonder  palmer  fair. 

That  Hands  under  the  caftle  wall, 
fome  news  he  may  declare. 

-v  '  Fa. 

.V 


(  66  ) 

With  that  fteps  forth  a  brave  young  man, 
that  was  of  courage  bold  ; 

Then  he  did  fay  to  the  old  man, 

I  pray  thee  palmer  old, 

Te’l  me,  if  thou  rightly  ken,  ,  - 
when  mjift  Will  Stutely  die  ? 

Who  is  one  of  bold  Robin  Hood’s  men, 
and  here  doth  in  prifon  lie. 

•Alas !  alas !  the  palmer  faid, 
and  f  r  ever  wee  is  me  ; 

Will  Stutely  hang’d  will  be  this  day, 
on  yonder  gallows  tree.  ' 

O.  had  his  noble  matter  known, 
he  would  fome  fuccour  fend  : 

A  few  of  his  bold  yeomendree, 
would  foon  fetch  him  from  hence. 

Ay,  that  is  true,'  the  old' man  faid, 
ay,  that  is  true  faid  be  ; 

Or  if  they  were  near  to  this  place, 
they  foon  would  fet  hjm  free. 

But  fare  thee  well,  thou  good  old  man, 
farewell  and  thanks  to  thee; 

If  Stytely  hanged  be  this  day,  _✓■  ‘  + 

reveng’d  his  death  (hall  be. 

No  fooner  was  he  from  the  palmer  gone 
but  the  gates  were  open’d  wide,  - 
And  out  of  the  cattle  WillStutely  came, 
guarded  911  every  fide. 

W  he  1  he  was  forth  from  the  cattle  con5i«> 
and  faw  no  help  was  nigh ; 

Thus  he  unto  thedherifFfaid, 
thus  did  he  fay  gallantly: 

N  iw  feeing  that  l  needs  mutt  die, 
grant  me  one  boon,  faid  he. 

For  my  noble  matter  never  had  a  man 
that  yet  was  hang’d  on  a  tree. 


(  ) 

Give  me  a  (word  all  in  my  hand 
and  let  me  be  unbound. 

And  with  thee  and  thy  men  I’ll  fight, 
till  I  lie  dead  on  the  ground. 

But  his  defire  he  would  not  grant 
his  wilhes  were  in  vaint 
For  the  Iheriff  fwore  he  hang’d  Ihould  be 
.  and  not  by  fword  be  fiain. 

Do  but  unbind  m'y  hands,  he  fays, 

I  will  no  weapon  crave ; 

And  if  I  hanged  be  this  day, 
damnation  let  me,  have. 

O  no,  no,  no,  the  fheriff  faid, 
thou  (halt  on  the  gallows  die  ; 

Ay,  and  fo~  (hall  thy  mailer  too,  > 
if  ever  it  in  me  lie. 

O  daltard  coward,  Stutely  cries, 
faint-hearted  peafant  Have  1  <, 

If  ever  my  mailer  does  thee  meet, 
thou  (halt  thy  payment  have. 

My  noble  mailer  does  thee  fcom, 
and  all  thy  cowardly  crew  : 

Such  filly  imps  unable  are 
bold  Robin  to  fubdue. 

But  when  he  was  to  the  gallows  gone, 
and  ready  to  bid. adieu, 

Out  of  a  buih  Heps  Little  John, 
and  comes  Will  Stutely  to. 

I  pray  thee.  Will,  before  thou  die, 
of  all  thy  dear  friends  take  leave  ; 

I  needs  mud  borroW  him  for  a  while, 
how  fay  you  matter  Iheriff? 

Now  as  I  live,  the  Iheriff  faid, 
that  varlet  well  1  know ; 

Some  llurdy  rebel  is  that  fame, 
therefore  let  him  not  go. 


(  68  ) 

Then  Little  John-mod  haftily 

away  cut  Stutely’s  bands, 

And  from  one  of  the  (heriff’s  men 
afword  twitch'd  from  his  hands. 

Here,  Will  Stutely,  tafce  thoa  this  lame, 
thou  canft  it  better  fway : 

And  here  defend  thyfelf  awhile, 
for  aid  will  come  ftraightway. 

And  there  they  turned  them  back  to  back 
in  the  midft  of  them  that  day,. 

Till  Robin  Hood  approached  near, 
with  many  an  archer  .gay. 

With  that  an  arrow  from  them  flew* 

I  will  from  Robm  Hood;  . , 

Make  hade,  make  haite,  the  mend  ‘aid, 

.  make  hafte,  for  it  is  good. 

The  Iheriff  is  gone,  and  his  doughty  men 
thought  it  no  boot  to  day; 

But  as  their  mader  had  theny taught* 
they  ran  full  fad  away.  • 

O  day,  O  day,  Will  Stutely  laid, 
take  lea v<*,  be  not  fo  fleet ; 

You  ne’er  (hall  catch  bold  Robm  Hood* 
uhlefs  you  dare  him  meet.  _ 

O  ill  betide  you,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
that  you  fo  foon.  are  gone; 

My  fWord  may  in  the  fcabbaid  rcitj 
for  here  our  work  is  done. 

I  little  thought,  Will  Stutely  faid* 
when  I  came  to  this  place 
For  to  have  met  with  Little  John,  , 

'  or  feen  my  mailer’s  face. 

Thus  Stutely  was  at  liberty  fet  ; 

and  brought  fafe  from  his  foe: 

O  thanks,  O  thanks,  to'iny  nfadcr, 
fince  here  it  was  not  fo. 


(  <5  0  ) 

And  once  again  my  fellows  all, 

we  (hall  in  the  Green  Wood  meet. 

Where  we  will  make  our*  bow-ltrings  twang, 

malic  for  as  molt  fweet. 

'  .  -1 

■  •  ;•  '  '  t  • 

IS.  The  noble  Fijherman ;  or,  Robin  Hood*! 

Preferment.  —  ~ 

Tune  of,  In  Summer  Time. 

IN  fammer  time,  when  leaves  grow  green, 
when  they  grow  both  green  and  long  ; 

Of  a  outlaw,  call’d  Robin  Hood, 
it  is  of  him  I  ling  this  fong. 

When  the  lily  leaf,  and  cowflip  fweet, 
both  bad  and  fpring  with  merry  cheer. 

This  outlaw  was  weary  of  the  wood-fid e, 
and  chafing  of  the  king’s  deer. 

The  filhermen  brave  more  money  have 
than  any  merchants  two  or  three;  / 

Therefore  I  will  to  Scarborough  go, 
that  a  filheraian  I  may  be. 

This  outlaw  call’d  his  merry  men  all 

as  they  fat  under  the  Green  Wood  Tree ; 

If  any  of  you  have  gold  to.fpend, 

I  pray  you  heartily  fpend  it  with  me. 

Now,  quoth  Robin  Hood,  I’ll  to  Scarboroigh  go, 
it  feems  to  be  a  very  fine  day,  . 

He  took  up  his  inn  at  a  widow’s  houfe, 
hard  by  the  waters  grey. 

Who  alk’d  him,  where  wert  thou  born? 

O  tell  me  where  thou  doll  fare  ? 

I  am  a  poor  Filherman,  laid  he.  then, 
this  day  entrapp’d  all  in  care. 

What  is  thy  name  ?  thou  fine  fellow, 

I  pray  thee  heartily  tell  to  me :  *  . 


(to.)  .  ;  - 

In  mine  own  country  where  I  was  born, 
men  call  me  Simon  Over-tbe-JLea. 

Simon,  Simon,  laid  the  good  wife,  . 

I  wifli  thou  may’ll  well  brook  thy  name; 

The.  outlaw  was  aware  of  her  courtefy, 
and  rejoic’d  he’d  gotffilCh  a  good  dame* 

Simon,  wilt  thou  be  my  man  ?  ~ 

and  good  round  wages  I’ll  give  thee : 

I  have  as  good  a  (hip  of  my  own, 
as  any  that  fails  on  the  fea. 

Anchor  and  planks  thou  (halt  want  hone, 

,  malls  and  ropes,  that  are  fo  long  :  /  ' 

And  if  that  thou  fo  furnilh  me, 

faid  Simon,  nothing  (hall  go  wrong. 

They  p'uck’d  up  anchor,  and  away  did  fail, 
more  oF  a  day  than  two  or  three  ; 

When  others  call  in  their  baited  hooks, 
the  bare  lines  into  the  fea  call  he. 

It  will  be  long  faid  his  mailer  then, 
e’er  th’s  lubber  do  thrive  on  the  fea  ; 

He  (hall  have  no  (hare  in  our  filh,  , 

for  in  truth  he’s  no  part  worthy. 

O  woe  is  me,  faid  Simon  then. 


k'  ‘  "l-  $ 

■>: 

;*•  "  ’  I 


this  day  that  ever  1  came  here ! 

I  wilh  I  were  in  Plumptbn  Park, 
chafing  of  the  fallow  deer ; 

For  ev’ry  clown  laughs  me  to  fcorn, 
and  by  me  lets  nothing  at  all; 

If  I  had  them  in  Plunspton  Park, 

I  would  fet  as  little  by  them  all ; 

They  pluck’d  up  anchor,  and  away  did  fail, 
more  of  a  day  than' two  or  three  ; 

But  Simon  efpy’d  a  (hip  of  war, 
that  fail’d  to  them  vigoroufly. 

O  woe  is  me,  faid  the  mailer  then, 

(his  day  that  ever  I  was  born  l 


For  all  the  fifh.that  we  have  got 
is  every  bit  loft  and  forlorn. 

For  thefe  French  robbers.on  the  fea, 
they  will  not  fpsre  of  us  one  man  ; 

But  carry  us  to  the  coaft  of  France* 
and  lay  us  ifi  ftrong  prifon.  « 

But  Simon  faid,  do  not  fear  them, 
neither  matter  take  you  care  ; 

But  give  me  my  befit  bow  in  my  hand, 
and  m?ver  a  Frenchman  will  I  fparc. 

Hold  thy  peace,  thou  long  lubber, 

for  thou  aft  Bought  but  brags  and  boat! a  $ 
Jf  I  Ihould  caft  thee  overboard, 
there’s  but  a  ftmple  lubber  loft. 

Simon  grew  angry  at  the  words, 
and  fo  angrythen  was  he. 

That  he  jtock  his  bent  bow  in  his  hand, 

•  and  in  the  thip  hatch  goeth  he. 

Matter  tie  me  to  the  maft,  hefaid, 
that  at  the  mark  I  may  Hand  fair ; 

And  give  me  my  bent  bow  in  my  hand, 
and  ijever  a  Frenchman  will  I  fpare. 

He  drew  his  arrow  to  the  head, 

and  he  drew  it  with  might  and  main. 

And  ftraight  in  the  twinkling  of  an  e*ye 
to  the  Frenchman’s  ]jeart  ihe  arrow  gain’d. 
The  Frenchman  fell  down  in  the  ftiip»h<ttch, 
and  under  the  hatches  down  below,; 
Another  Frenchman,  that, him  efpy’d, 
the  dead  corpfe  into  the  fea  did  throw. 

D  maftr'r  loofe  me  from  the  nvai*y  he  (aid, 
and  for  them  all  take  you  r.6  care  : 

For  givp  me  my  bent  bow  in  my  hand, 
and  never*  Frencnman  will  I  fpare. 

Then  ftraight  hey  boarded  '.he  French  Ihifl, 
they  lying  dead  ;n  their  fight; 


They  found  within  the  fhip  of-war 

twelve  thoufand  pounds  in  money  bright, 
The  one  half  of  the  fhip,  faid  Simon  then. 
I’ll  give  to  my  dame  and  children  fmall ; 
The  other  half  of  the  fhip  I’ll  give 
to  you  that  are  my  fellows  all. 

But  now  befpoke  the  matter  then, 
for  fo,  Simon,  it  (hall  not  be. 

For  you  have  won  it  with  yopr  own  hands 
and  the  owner  of  it  you  muft  be. 

It  fhall  be  fo  as  you  have  faid, 
and  with  this  gold  for  the  oppreft 
An  habitation  I  will  build, 
where  they  may  live  in  peace  and  reft. 


19.  Robin  Hood' s  Delights  or  a  new  Combat  fought 
between  Robin  Hood,  Littlejohn,  and  Will  Scarlet, 
with  three  flout  Keepert  in  Sherwood  Forejl. 

Tune  of,  ftobin  Hood'and  Shteen.  Catharine. 

THERE’s  fome  will  talkof  lords  and  knights* 
and  fome  of  yeomen  good  ;  [dowh,  Set. 
But  I’ll  tell  you  of  Will  Scarlet) 

Little  John,  and  Robin  Hood. 

They  were  three" outlaws ’tis  well  tenown, 
and  men  of  noble  blood  j 


>.s.:aP 


c  ) 

r  a  time  their  valour  was  Ihowa 


f«reft  of  merry  Sherwood. 

It  a  liine  it  chanced  (o, 

*a»  Robin  would  have  it  to  be. 

They  all  three  would  a  walking  gd, 

->  feme  paftime  for  to  fee ; 

And  as  they  walk'd  the  fore  ft  along, 
upon  a  midfummer  day. 

There  were  they  aware  of  three  foreflers, 
clad  all  in  green  array. 

With  brave  long  falchions  by  their  fides, 
and  foreft-bills  in  their  hands ; 

They  cry'd  aloud  to  thefe  outlaws, 
and  charged  them  to  Hand. 

Why,  who  art" you,  {aid  bold  Robin, 

-  that  fpeak  fo  boldly  he're  ? 

We  three  belong  to  king  Henry 
and  are  keepers  of  his  deer. 

The  devil  you  are,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
I  am  fure  it  is  not  lo,  v 
We  be  the  keepers  of  this  foreft, 
and  .that  you  foon  lhall  know. 

Tour,  coats  of  green  Jay  on  the  ground, 
and  fo  we  will  all  three; 

And  take  your  fwords  and  bucklers  round, 
and  try  the  vidiory. 

We  be  content,  th?  keepers  faid, 
we  be  three  and  no  lefs ; 

Then  why  fhould  we  of  you  be  afraid, 
as  we  never  did  tranfgrefs  ? 

Why,  if  you  be  keepers  in  this  foreft, 
then  we  be  three  rangers  good? 

And  jvili  make  you  know,  before  you 
you  met  with  bold  Robin  Hoo 
We  be  content,  thou  bold  omla 
our  valour  here  to  try, 
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And  we’irmake  you  know,  before  yoii  db  gb, 
we  will  fight  before  we  tty. 

Then  come  draw  your  fwbrds,  you  bbld  odtlavv*, 
and  no  longer  ftand  to  prate*  ' 

But  let  us  try  it  out  With  blows,  - 

for  cowards  we  do  hate. 

Here’s  one  fbr  thee.  Will  Scarlet, ; 

and  another  for  Little  john,  . 

And  I  myfelf  for  Robin  Hood, 
becaufe  he  is  (lout  and  Siting. 

So  they  fell  to  it  hard  abd  fbre, 
it  was  on  a  midfummer' daf , 

From  eight  of  the  clock,  till  two  and  pill* 
they  all  (how’d  gallant  play.  - ;  , 

There. Robin,  Will,  and  Little  John, 
they  fought  mcft  manfully,  • 

Till  all  their  wind  was  fpint  ahd  gone, 
then  Robin  aloud  did  cfy  : 

O  hold,  O  hold,  ends  boM  Robin,  ' 

I  fee  ye  be  flout  men  ;  » 

Let  n>e  blow  one  blaft  Oh  thy  bugle  horn/ 
then  I’ll  fight  with  yoit ‘again. 


That  bargain  is  to  makeV  Robm  He?#, 
therefore  we  it  deny  ; 

The  Waft  upon  thy  bugh^Bbrn 
cannot  make  us  fight  or  fly ; 
Therefore  fall  on,  or  elf*  begone, 
and  yield  to  us  the  dity'i 
It  never  (hall  be  fa  id,  that  we  are  afraid 
of  thee  or  thy  yebmen  gay.  . 

If  that  be  fo,  cries  Robin  Hood, 
let  me  but  know  your  names. 

And  in  the  foreft  of  atbrrjr Sherwood 
I  will  extol  your  fames. 

And  with  our  n&n£8.  One  of  them  laid* 
what  haft  thou  here  to  do  ?  • . 


never 


i  (  is  ) 

Except  that  thou  wik  fight  it  out* 

our  names  {hoq  (halt  not  knpw.  . 

We  will  fight  no  more,  laid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
ye  be  men  of*  valour  ftout ;  ,  1 

Conte  and  go  with  me  to  Nottingham* 

.  and  there  we'll  fight  it  our, 

W|th  a  butt  of  fack  we’ll  bang  it. about* 

,  to  fee  who  wins  the  day : 

And  for  the  coft  make  you  no  doubt*  v. 

I  have  gold  enough  to  pay.  .  ' 

And  ever  hereafter  as  long  as  we  live, 

we  all  will  brethren  be;  ' 

For  I  love  thpfe  men,  with  hand  and  heart, 


20.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Beggar  s  flowing  how  he 
and  the  Beggar  J'oughf,'and  changed  clothes. 

Gome  light  and  liften  you  gentlemen  all* 
•with  a  hey  down,  doym,  and  a  down, 
that  mirth  do  love  for  to  hear  ; 

And  a  ftory  true  I’ll  tell  unto  you, 
if  that  you  will  but  draw  near. 

In  elder  times  when  merriments  were* 
and  archery  w^s  hodden  good/ 

There  was  an  outlaw,  as  many  do  know, 
whom  men  call’d  Rohin  Hood. 


:  •» 
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Upon  a  time  it  chanced  fo,. 

bold  Robin  was  tnerniy  dif^oa  d 
Jiis  time  for  to  Tpend,  he  did  intend, 

*  either  with  friends  or  foes.  , 

Then  he  got  upon  a  gallant  fteed,  *  -  . , . 

the  which  was  worth  angels  ten. 

With  a  mantle  of  green,  moft  brave  to  be  fee*, 
he  left  all  his  merry  m^n ; 

And  riding  towards  Nottingham, 
foroe  paftimp  fpr  to  efpy, 

There  was  he  aware  of  a  jolly  beggar, 
as  e’er  he  beheld  with  his  eye. 

An  old  patch’d  coat  the  beggar  had  op, 
which  he  daily  us’d  for  towr:  . 

And  many  a  bag  about  hifp  did  wag* 
which  made  Robin  to  him  repair. 

God  fpeed,  God  (peed,  faid  Robin  Hoed  then, 
what  countrymap,  tell  unto  me? 

I  am  Yorkshire,  Sir,  but  ere  you  go  far, 
feme  charity  give  unto  me. 

T  have  no  money,  faid  Robin  Hopd  then,  , 
for  I  am  a  ranger  within  this  wood . 

I  am  an  outlaw,  as  many  do  know, 
my  name  it  is  Robin  Hood. 

But  yet  1  muft  tell  thee,  bonny  beggar, 

that  a  bout  with  thee  I  moft  try; 

Thr  caat  of  grey,  let  it  oowR  I  fay* 

ThaU  my  mfn«W=  of  g«tn  Mi  b«  by. 
Content,  content,  the  beggar  cry  d, 

thv  part  it  will  be  the  worth;  «► 

For  I  hope  this  bout  to  give  thee  rout, 

and  then  have  at  thy  P“rfe* 

The  beggar  he  had  a  mickle  long  naff, 
and  Robin  he’d  a  nut-brown  (word  : 

The  beggar  drew  nigh,  and  at  Robin  let  Aft 
but  gave  him  newr  a  word* 


§p:  *  -  (  7?  ) 

Fightpn.figbt  or,  fvd'Robifl  Hcod  then, 
this  game  weH  pleafeth  me; 

Foe  every  Wow  that  Robin  gave, 

,  fbe'begg  ar  gave  buffets  three. 

And  fighting  there  full  hard  and  fore, 
not  far  .'from  Nottingham  town » 

They  never  fled,  till  from  Robin’s  head, 
the  blood  ran  trickling  down  : 

O  hold  thy  hind,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

.  and  thou  and  I  will  agree ; 

If  that  be  true,  the  Beggar  he  faid, 
thy  m anile  come  give  unto  me. 

Now  a  change,  a  change,  faid  Robin-Hood 
thy  bags  and  thy  coat  giye  me. 

And  this  mantle  of  mine  to  thee  1*11  refign, 
my  horfe  and  my  bravery. 

When  Robin  had  got  the  beggar’s  clothes, 
he  look’d  him  round  about  $  , 

Methinks,  faid  he,  1  feem  to  be 
a  beggar  brave  and  flout. 

For  now  I  have  got  a  bag  for  my  bread, 
and  I  have  another  for  my  corn, 

I  have  one  for  fait,  another  for  malt, 
and  one  for  my  little  horn. 
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yhcn  Robin  he  hi’d  tp  the  (henf*s  jboufc, 
fome  relief  for  to  feek :  .  > 

He  fkipp’d ,  he  leap’d,  and  caper’d  foU  h»g®: 

as  he  went  along  the  ftreet, 

Rut  when  to  the  fherifPs  Uoufe  he  came, 
there  a  gentleman  fine  and  brave, 

Thou  beggar,  faid  he*  come  tell  untcTme, . 

what  is  it  thou  wouldft  have?  ' 

No  meat  or  drink,  faid  Robin  Hood  then, 
that  I  conic  here  to  crave;1  ’  * '  • 

But  to  beg  the  lives  of  yeomen  three, 

and  that  I  fain  would  have,  ;  -  > 

That  cannot  be,  thou  bold  beggar, 
the  fact  it  is  fo  clear, 


I’ll  tell  thee,  they  bang’d  mult  be, 

•  for  ftealing  our  king’s  deer. 

But  when  t  >  the  gallows  they  did  come, 
there  was  many  a  weeping  eye  ; 

P  hold  your  peace,  faid  Robin  Hood  then,' 

*-  for  certain  they  ftialf  not  die*  .  , 

Then  Robin  he  fet  his  Horn  to  his  mopth, 
and  he  Blew  ^ut  blatts  three  ;  "V '  ij* 
Till  an  hundred  bold  afchers  brave, 
came  kneeling  dowrn  to  his  knee. 

What  is  your  will,  mailer  ?  faid  they, 
w.:;  are  your  command ;  'V 
Shoot  ealt,  Ihoot  weft,  faid  Rob.p  Hood  thgft, 
and  fee  you  fpare  no  man.  •*' 

Then  they  lhot  eajl,  and  they  foot  well, 
their  arrows  wgre  fo  Iteen, 

The  high' IheriiF  and  his  company, 
no  longer  could  be  Teen. 

Then  he  fiept  to  the- brethren  three, 
and  away  he  had  tftpm  ta’en ; 

Tbfe  Ibertff  was  croft,' and  many  a  man  ‘ 
that  dead  lay  on  the  plain,  •  *■ 


{  '79  )\ 

And  away:tbey  went  to  the  merry  Greenwood* 
*nd  fang  with  a'  merry  glee  ; 

And  Robin  Hood  toolp  thefe  brethren  good, 
to  be  of  his  yeoraendree.  *’  '  ' 

„■  f;  ?  'r  '■  '  •  "  •  •  * 

pi*  Robin  Hood,  Will  Scarlet ,  and  Little  John ;  or 
V  ft.  Narrative  of  the  Vi3ory obtained  againft  the 
Prince  of  Arragen  and  the  two  Giants  :  and  how 
Will  Scarlet  married  { he  trincefs. 

AJOWRobin,  Will  Scarlet,  and  Little  John 
JLjN  were  walking  over  the  plsfin,  ' 

With  a  good  fat  buck,  which  Will  Scarlet 
'  with  his  ltrong  bow  had  flain.  '  '  * 

Jo g  on,  jdg0dh,Taid  Robin  Hocd» 
the  day  it  rtfns  full  farft 
For  tho’  my  nfcphew  me  a  breakfaft  gave, 

'  I  have  not  broke  m  y  fail  ; 

Then  to  yonder  tbdge  let  us  take  our  way, 

I  think  it  wtjndrous  good,  . 

W  here  my  nephew,  ar„<fmy  bold  ye  men, 
fhall  be  welcome  uino  the  Green  Wood, 

With  that  he  took  his  bugle  horn, 
full  well  he  did  it  blow  ; 

Straight  from  the  woods  came  marching  'down 
one  hufidred  tall  fellow®  or  more. 


jStand,  Hand  to  yqur  arms 


Will  Scarlet, 


cries 

lo  the  enemies  afe  within  ken 
With  that  Robin  Hood  he  laugh’d  alud, 
and  cries  they  ard  my  bold  yeomen. 
Who,  when  they  arrived,  and  Robin  efpy’d( 
crying  mailer^  what  is  your  will  ? 

We  thought  you  had  in  daiiger  been, 
your  hofn  did  found  fo  fhriH.  ; 

How  nay,  now  nay,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
thp  danger  is  paft  and  gone  |  • 


within  the  Green 
'  [  Wood, 


cheeks  did  blufh. 


pretty  one, 
and  whither  thou 

[goeft 
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I  would  have  you  to  welfopaj  ipy  nfphow  h«W 

that  hath  paid  me  two  foyqn*.  . 

In  featting  and  fpcrting  they  fpent  the  day,  •  ■  ■■  4 
till  Phoebus  Alnk  into  the  deep  j 
Then  each  ope  to  his  quarters  hi’d. 

his  guard  there  for  to  keej 
Long  had  they  not  walk’d 
but  Robin  he  foou  efpy’d 
A  beautiful  damfei  all  alone, 
that  on  a  black  palfrey  did,riuc 
Her  riding  fait  was  of  fable  blue,  bli 
Cyprus  over  her  , face  ; 

Through  which  her  rofir-like 
all  with  a  comely  gf ace. 

Come  tell  me  the  caufe,  thou 
quoth  Robin  tell  me  right} 

From  whence  thou  corned,  and 
all  in  this  mournful  plight  ? 

From  London  I  came,  the  dafafjsl 
from  London  upon  the  Thames, 

Which  circled  is,  O  grief  to  tell  ! 

befieg’d  with  foreign  arms, 

By  the  proud  prince  of  Arragon, 
who  fwears  by  his  martial,  hand 
To  have  the  princefs  to  his  fpopfe, 
or  elfe  to  wade  this  land. 

Except  that  champions  can  be  found, 
that  dare  fight  three  to  three, 

Againd  that  prince,  and  giants  twain, 
mod  horrid  for  to  fee  : 

Whofe  grifty  looks,  and  eyes  like  br?"^' 
ilrike  terror  where  they  come  ; 

With  ferpents  hi  fling  on  their  helms* 
indead  of  feather’d  plume. 

The  princefs  (hall  be  fhe  vigor’s  prize, 
the  king  Jiath  Vpw’d-' and  faid ; 


M 

‘M 


\ 


(.81.) 

And  fee  that  ftiali  the  couaueft  win, 
Jhall  have-her  for  his  Bride. 

Now  We  we  fetor  damfejs  fept  abroad, 
to  the  paft,  wfeft,  north,  and  Youth, 

Tp  try  whofc  fortunes  fo  good 
to  bring  the  champions  forth. 

But  all  in  vain  we  have  fought  about, 
for  none  fo  bold  there  are, 

Tfeat  dare  venture  life  and  bipod 
to  free  a  lady  fair, 

When -is  the  day  f  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
tell  me  this  and  no  more : 

0n  midfummer  next,  the  damfel  faid, 
which  is  Jane  the  twenty-four. 


With  that  the  tears  trickled  from  herxheel^;, 
and  filent  was  her  tongue ; 

With  fighs  and  fobs  flip  took  her  leave, 
and  away  her  palfrey  fprung. 

The  news  ft  ruck  ’Robin  to  the  heart, 
he  fell  down  on  the  grafs. 

His  a&ions  and  his  troubled  mind, 
thow’d  he  perplexed  was. 

Inhere  lies  your  grief?  quoth  Will  Scarlet, 

O  matter  tell  to  me ; 

If  the  damfel’s  eyes  have  pierc’d  thy  heart. 
I’ll  fetch  her  back  to  thee. ' 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  quoth  Robin  Flood, 
the  does  not  caufe  my  /mart : 

But  it  is  a  poor  drftreffed  princefs, 
that  wounds  me  to  the  heart. .  \ 

f  will  go  fight  the  giants  all, 
to  fet  the  lady  free ; 

The  D-— — 1  take  my  foul,  quoth  Little  John 
if  I  part  with  thy  .  company. 
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I’ll  ®ake  a  ttird.fPMip  thpfiglit, 
fo  we  fhall  be  th rpt?  ‘ 

There  words  cheer’d  Robiji  to  the  heatf,  1 
joy  lhone  ^poo  h|s  i  .  >  > 

Within  his  ariqs  he  bygg’d  them  both, 
and  kindly  did  embrace. 

Quoth  he,  iftmm  Pfi.rooUey  grey,  * 

with  long  Raffs  to  oyr  hands, 

A  fcrip  and  bpttle  our  Tides  • 

as  cone  from  thb  holy  land. 

So  may  we  pafs  sdwjig  the  highway, .  (  * 

node  will  alk  from  whence  we  capie. 

But  take  us  pilgrims  fqr  to  bp,  -, 

or  elfe  feme  holy  men.  \ 

Now  they  ary  op  their  journey  gone, 
as  faff  as  they  may  (peed ; 

Yet  for  all  their  hafle,  $?e  they  arriv'd, 
the  princefs  forth  was  led. 

To  be  delivered  to  the  prince, 
who  in  the  lift  did  ftand, 

Prepar'd  to  fight,  or  elfe  to  receive  ,>  .  ' 

this  lady  by  the  hapd,  . 

With  that  he  walk’d  about  the  lift, 
with  giant?  by  his  fide ; 

Bring  forth,  quoth  he,  you*  champions, 
or  bring  me  forth  my  brjd«* 

This  is  the  four  and  twentieth  day,  - 

the  day  prefixed  upon ;  , 

Bring  forth  my  bride,  or  London  burps,  ' 

I’ll  fwear  by  th’ Alepran-  , 

Then  cry’d  the  king,  and  queen  likewife, 
both  weeping  as  they  fpakp ;  < 

Lo !  we  have  brought  our  daughter  dear, 
whom  we  are  forc’d  ta.fortajte. 

With  that  fteps  out  hold  Rofc)ip  Hppd» 
cries,  my  liege  i?  mad  not  bp  foj 


I 


m 


The*prwi*  Retfiefc  Wg*n  to  itofm, 

•  pries  fool,  fanatic,  bibOon, 

How  dare  you  flop  flfjr  valour’s  prize. 

I’ll  killtbee''wiih~a  fr&wri. 
fThouTyradf,  TbfkHhou  Infidel : 

thus  Robih  began  to  reply :  * 

*1%  frl»lus  I  feoAf :  lot  here’s  my  gage, 
and  thus  I  thee  defy.  -  '  . 

And  for'  tfcWS  thro  Gcfliabs  theft;, 
that  ftand  on  either  fide. 

Hire  a  little  Havids  fc>y, 

'  that  foon  can  tametheir  pride. 

Then  did  fhte'kfttjaf  for  airmotrr  fend, 

.  for  lances,  fworas,  apd  (hields,. 

✓And  thus  all ‘three,  in*  hf'hfour  bright,  . 
came  marching  fothi  field.  >  ' 

The  trumpets'  be^ah  to  foimH  a  charge, 
each  fingied  out  Wsf  man: 

‘  Their  arms  in  pTecisTodri'  were  hew’d, 
blood  fprarig  froth  evYy  veth. 

The  prihee  reach’d  Rohlfe  Hood  i  blow, 
he  ftruck  with  might  add  mhfft : 

Which  fore’d  Mth  to  riW  about  WWU, 
as  tho’  he  had  bfeeh  flaiir. 

God  a  mercy1*  qaafh  Robin,  for  that  blovf, 
,  the  quarrel  (hall  (bOrf-be  try’d  ;  1 
‘"This  drake  (halt  IhW'a-  foil  difOrci* 
betwixe  theh  and  thy  bride.  ' 

So  from  his  lhoafders  his  held  he  Out, 
which  on  the  ground  did  ftft. 

And  grumbled  fore  at  Robin  Hodd,' 
to  be  fo  dealt  withaf. 

The  giants  they  began  to  rigd, 
to  fee  their  prince  lie  dehd  ;• 
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Thou  (halt  be  the 

unlefs  thou  guard  thy  head;.  ^  ..  •  ;*  $ 

What  that  his  falchion  he  whirl’d  about,  r 
it  was  both  keen  and  lharps  ^ 

He  clove  the  giant  to  the  belt, 
and  cut  in  twain  his  heart. 

Will  Scarlet- well  bad  play'd  his  part,  / 
the  giant  he  brought  pn  his  knee  }  « 

Quoth  Will,  the  devil  can’:  break  his  ft  ft,  £ 

unlefs  he  has  you  all  three..  ,  «*•  ,  " 

So  with  his  falchion  he  ranTum  through, 
a  deep  and  ghaftly  wound,  4 

Who  damn’d  and  foam’d,  curs’d  and  blafphem’d, 
and  then  fell  to  the^>  round.  *  ’ 

How  all  tjke  lifts  with  fttouts  wpre  fill’d, 
the  Ikies  they  did  refound. 

Which  brought  the  princefs  to  herfelf, 
who  was  fall’o  into  a  fwoon. 

The  king,  and  queen,  and  princefs  fair, 
came  walking  to  the  place. 

And  gave  the  champions  many  thanks, 
and  did  them  further  grace. 

Tell  me,  quoth  the  king,  whence  you  are, 
that  thus  difguifed  came,  ~ 

Whofe  valour  {peaks  that  noble  blood 
doth  run  through  every  vein  i  > 

A  boon,  a  boon,  quoth  Robin  Hot>d,  ■<* 

on  my  knees  I  beg  and  crave ;  r 

By  my  crown,  quoth  the  king,  I  grant — - 
a(k  what  ?—  and  thou  (halt  have. 


Then  pardon  I  for  my  merry  men 
which  ire  m  the  Green  Wood;  ~ 
For  Little  John  and  Will  Scarlet, 
and  for  me,  bold  Robin  Hood.  ^ 
Art  thou  Robin  Hood,  quoth  the  king- 
for  the  valour  thou  haft  Ihown 


\  x  i 
v  V  J 


r* rpf 

"v  • 
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yffiar’s  prize, 
r^«t*re«i  \." 

ffcobftrj  quoth  Little  Jobd, 

mtitmiat: 

m*' jrneeefr  view  *H~  three, 

^3y  jovi^gnfee, 

the  hind, 

. ,  rn  J;iirt^;nfj  dhoice. 

^  forth, 

v  iof  JMaxfield  earlawfce; 
vWho  jlook’dl  Will  Scarter  iff  the-  face, 
k‘; thin  wept  moft  bittbriy;" 

<&»tn  hfe>  Jr  Vk*  *  fon  like  rfiee^ 

■V  tvh)m  i  lov’d  wondrtms  weHi'  ■  ■  x 

?ut  h  |  i*  gybe?  or  rather  dead, 

\  hisfname  is  yohwgl  Gsttevvrth 
With 'that  WiU  Sdartet  feif  ati  hfs  kneer, 
crying,  father1.,  ftthfcri  her^;  ,w 
Heidi  kneels  your  fofni  year  yotmglGatuiewelf, 
ye  faid  yotr  lovrd  to  dear.  ' 

But  lla^dp  vrhat  embracing  and  kifling  were  there', 
when  all  thdfff friends  wdreiAet ;  , 

They'  are  gctae  to  wedding;  and  id  to'  beddrh'g, 
and  fo  l  bid  you  gooff  right. 

,  '  ’’  \  /  . 

22.  Littlejohn  and  the  four  Beggars  :  foomifig  hem 
he  went  a  'begging  and  fought  with  four  Beggars^ 
and  what  a  Prixe  he  got  by  them. 

Sfttte  of  Robin  Hood  and  the  Beggar. 

ALL  you  that  delight  ter  fpfeftcP  fotht  tithe, 
With  »  hey  down;  down,  *fcd  a  dovfrn', 
a  merry  fong  for  toithg, 

H 
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Here  is  no  dog,  one  of  them  faid,  ' 
good  fellow  I  tell  unto  the*  j 
But  here’s  one  dead*  that  will  give  us  cheefe  and 
and  it  may  be  one  (ingle  penny.  {bread* 
We  have  brethren  in  London,  another  faid, 
fo  wc'have  in  Coventry  ; 


> 


,  ■  ft,  ;t  .  « 

p 


with  many  «  fturdy  bang  j 
It  made  John  fing*  to  bear  the  gold  ring, 
and  again#  the  wall  cry  twang.  * 

Then  he  got  out  of  the  beggars’,  cloak, 
three  hundred  pounds  in  gold ; 

Good  fortune  had  I*  (aid  Little  John, 
fuch  a  fight  for  to  behold. 

But  found  he  in  the  beggars*  bag, 
three  hundred  pounds  and  three ; 

If  I  drink  water  while  this  doth  laft, 
then  an  ill  dearth  may  I  die. 

And  the  begging  trade  1*11  now  give  o’er, 
my  fortune  hath  been  fo  good, 

Therefore  I’ll  not  day,  but  I  will  away, 
to  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood. 

But  when  to  the  foreft  of  Sherwood  he  came, 
he  quickly  there  did  fee. 

Bold  Robin  Hood,  his  matter  good,  ^ 

and  all  his  company. 

What  newt,  what  news  ?  faid  Robin  Hood, 
come,  Little  John,  tell  unto  me ; 
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HiOW  tbwi:  _____ 

v  for  that  Td6kW  «R»^ 
Nqo^jvs  bo*:geQd.» 

with  begging 
Three  hundred  and 
in  filygr,  and  | 

Then  Rob^a  Hp< 

and  danc'd  about  the. 

If  we  driph  water  } 

then  an  ill  dentil  m*y!iK*  t 
So  to,  conclude  my  mariijt  gfcar 


all  you  that  delight  to  W>g»  :  -  \ 

’Tis  of  Robin  Hood;  that  archer  gopds  '  -  .y 

and  how  Little  John  went  a  begging.  || 

'  .  '  •  /;  *  ■  ,  i  :  .  i f 

23.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Rpvger '  j  Jr&jtd* 

fitp  af*V  tfipct  V  j  S $| 

Tune  of  Arthur  &  Bland. 

WHEN  Phoebus-had  mpltedthSic,fc{e$s?f  Jce> 
with  a.heydown,  dmyn>  %»d  a  4qw»#  A 
and  like  wife  the  moRhtltin3  of-  fnpw, 

Bold  Robin  Hood  he  would  Troifckfome  be, 
and  ramble  alpcut  wyth;  his  bpw* 

He  left  all  his  merry  men  waiting  behind, 
while  through  thp  grepn  yajiies  he  pafs’d,  > 
There  did  he  behbld  a  f^efter  hold, 
who  cry'd  out.  friend)  F kUh?r  fp  feijt  l 
I’m  going,  quoth  Robin,  to  kill  a  fat  Wpfc 
.for  me,  and  my  merry  men  all ; 

Beiid.es,  erp  I  go.  I’ll  have  a  fat  doe, 
or  elfe  it  fhall  coll  me  a  fall. 

You’d  beft  have  9  pare*  faid  the  forefte; 

for  thefe  are  his  MajeftyV«cpr  ; 

B;  fore  you  ftifill  flipct,  the  thing  i’ll 
lor  I  am  he^d- for  Softer  here. 


jJ'wy*! 


psppf 


•Mffafw 


declaring  rtrts  ti-utli  ihould  be  try’d. 

3old  Robin  he  had  a  {Word  of  the  beft, 
thus,  ere  he  would  take  any  wrong, 

His  courage  vr/Ht-flufh’d  he’d  yinture  a  brqlh, 
and  tnup  they  fell  to  it  ding  dong. 

'*  The  eery  hrft  Wow  that  the  foreller  gaye, 
he  made  his  broad  weapon  cry  twang, 

*Twas  over  the  head,  he  fell  down  for  de^df 
O  that  w^s  a  horrib’e  bang. 

But  Robin  he  foon  recovered  himfelf, 

'  ■  and  bravely  fell  to  it  again, 

The  very  next  ftroke  their  weapons  they  broke, 
yet  neither  "of  them  were  (lain. 

At  quarter-ftaff  then  they  refolv’d  to  play, 
becaufe  they  would  have  the  other  bout,N 
And  brave  Robin  Hood  right  valiantly  floods  1 
^  unwilling  he  was  to  give  out;  - 

Bold  Robin  he  gave  him  very  hard  blows, 

<■ — '  the  other  return'd  them  as  fall ; 

At  ev’ry  Broke  their  jacketadid  fmoke  j 
*  three  hours  this  combat  did  laft. 

At  length  in  a  rage  the  bold  foreitef  grew, 
and  cudgel  I’d  bold  Robin  jfo  fore, 

That  hexould  not  Rand,-  fo  ihaking  his  bfeftd, 
he  cry ’d  let  us  freely  give  o’er. 

H2 
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tHfiJtift  and  frttndjhip  yuitb  Robin 
Hood. 

To  a  Northern  Tutft. 


pTQ  Richard  hearing  of  the  pranks 
of  Robin  -Hood  and  his  men. 

He  ninth  admir’d  and  more  de&r’d, 

*o  fee  both  him  and  them.  v 
Thtn  With  a  dozen  of  his  lords, 
Nottingham  he  rode; 

When  he  came  there  he  made  good  cheer, 
and  took  op  his  abode* 

He  having  ftaid  there  ^imetime, 
but  had  no  hopes  to  fpeed, 

H#  and  his  lords,  with  one  accord, 

®11  put  on  Monks*  weeds. 

From  Fountain  Abbey  they  did  ride, 

down  to  Barnfdale ; 

Where  Robin  Hood  prepared  flood, 

»il  the  company  to  a  flail. 
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the  king  hi 
Near  ter  this 


He  that  dop  deny  hu  fov’reignty,  ^ 

I  wifh  him  from  this  wood. 

O  thou  thyfelf  curfcth,  replies  the'kkif 
for  thou  atraitor  art  ;". 

Nay,  but  that  you  are  his  meffenger, 

1  {wear  you  lie  in  heart. 

For  I  a$ver  hurt  any  man; 
that  hone.lt  is  and  true  ; 

But  tbofe  who  give  their  minds  to  live 
upon  other  men's  due. 

1  never  hurt  the  hufbandmen,  , 

that  u.fe  to  till  the  ground  ; 


Nor  fpill  their  blood  that  range  the  woo<^ 
to  follow  hawk  or  hound.  ^  j 

My  chiefeft  fpite  tc  clergy  is,  ! 

who  in  thefe  days  bear  a  great  fway; 

Of  Friars  and  Monks,  with  their  fine  fprunks, 
X  make  my  chiefeft  prey,  ,  f- 

But  I’m  very  glad,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
that  1  have  met  you  here  : 

Come,  beforp  we  end,  you  (hall,,  my  friend* 


Tafte  of  our  Green  Wood  cheer, 


tof 

peak 

od  f 

avet 

he  kh 

and 

all  that  w 

IM 


f  Mote  humble  tyrthftn  . 
w  fo  th* 


Mif  .*■ 
u’Wood*. 


$o  then  they  all  dipnprvfeat, 
upon  a  carpet  grasp.; 

Black,  yellow,  red,  fipe  mingled, 
moft  curious  to  be  fecii. . 

Venifofl  and  fowls  *pre  plenty  there^ 
with  filh  out  of  the  nyfif ; 

King  Richard  fwqre,  op  fea  or  (hpre, 
he  was  never  feaited  better. 

Then  Robin  tajtcs  a  q»P  of  ale, 

<  come  let  us  row  begin  j' 

Cotoe,  every  map  (hall  have  *  can* 

here’s  a  health  onto  thp  king. 
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Well,  Robin  Hoo^th&faya  the  kihg^V 
If  I  could  thy  pardon  get,  / 

To  ferve  the  kingin  every  thing, 

would’ft  thou  thy,  min'd  firm  let  ?  _  •  " 

Yes,  with  all  my  heart,  bold  Robin  Hood  laid, 
fo  they  flung  off  their  hoods  : 

To  ferve  the  king  in  every  thing, 

they  fwere  they  wouldfpend  their  blood* 

For  a  clergyman  was  firil  my  bane,  ! 

which  makes  me  hate  them  all  } 

But  if  you’ll  be  fo  kind  to  me, 
love  them  again  I  lhall. 

The  king  no  longer  could  forbear, 
for  he  was  mov’d  with  truth*; 

Robin,  fa}d  he,  I  now  tell  thee  , 
the  very  naked  truth ;  <  ' 

I  am  thy  king,  thy  fov’reign  king, 
that  appears  before  you  all ; 

When  Robin  faw  that  it  was  he, 

tfrai&ht  then  he  down  did  fall*  1 , 


come 


40p 

/  The  king  foon  let  t  hem  underpin  d , 

■  he  had  been  in  the  Greenwood  : 

Alii  from  that  day  for  evermore, 
had  fcrgiveh'Ro(bin  Hood : 

Which  when  the  people  they  did  hear, 
and  that  the  truth  was  known, 

.  They  all  did  fing,  Godiavc  the  king, 

.  hang  care,  the  town’s  our  own. 

What’s  that  Robin  Hood  then  faid  the  IheriiF, 
that  var|^t  i  do  hate  ; 

Both  me  and  mine  he  caus'd  to  dine,. 

„■  and  f<prv’d  us  all  with  one  platev 

Ho,  hp,  faid  Robin,  I  know  what  yon  mean, 
come  take  your  gold  again ; 

Be  friends  with  me,  and  1  with  Ihee, 
and  ft)  with  every  man. 

Now  mafter  flieriff  y  ou  are  paid, 
and  iince  you  ar^ho  beginner. 

As  well -i:.  you,  give  me  my  due,., 
you  ns  Vr  ^aid  for  that  dinner. 
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He  once  waj  lfce 
aad  now  he’*  I 

while  hO  liv’d 
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The  Mri 

»Me*  tb*  blaoJ  u.-ahSarr 

»o  (Kick  •and  ft,  fail  he  did  lav  cn  Kim, 
with  a  pa  (Donate  fury  and  in ;  ' 

At  every  ilroke  he  made  him  to  fmoke, 
as  though  he  had  been  all  on  fire. > 

©  then  in  a  fury  the  ilnngcr  he  grew* 
and  gave  him  a  horrible  look. 

And  with  it  a  blofr  that  laid  him  fall  low, 
and  tumbled  him  into  the  brook.  , 

J  prithee,  good  fellow,  where  art  thou  now? 

the  firanger  in  laughter  he  cry’d  ; 

Quoth  bold  Kobin  Hood,  good  faith  in  the  Hood, 
and  a  floating  along  with  the  tide. 

T  reeds  null  acknowledge  thou  art  a  brave  fouL 
with  thee  I’ll  no  longer  contend  }  *' 

F01  needs  I  muft  fay,  that  thou  halt  got  the  djiy, 
oar  battle  (hall  be  at  an  end.  • 


Therein* 


mine 


1 11  teach  thee  alfp  the  ufe  of  the  Bow,  , 
to  (hoot  at  the  fat  fallow  deer. 

°  W  is  n,y  hand,  the  Granger  reply ’d, 

J  fcrve  thee'  with  all  my  heart. 

My  name  is  John  Little,  a  man  of  good  mettle, 
,  never  doubt  me  bat  I’ll  play  my  part, 

”  “  "afe  be  altered,  quoth  Will  Stutely, 
and  I  will  his  godfather  be  j 

Prepare  then  a  feaft,  and  none  of  the  Ieaft, 
‘for  we  will  be  merry,  quoth  he. 

They  prefeptly  /etch’d  in  a  brace  of  fat  does, 
_wuh  humming  ftrong  liquor likewife;  ;  . 

I  hey  lov  d  what  was  good;  fo  in  the  Green  Wood 
this  lweet  pretty  babe  they  baptiz’d. 
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and  range  in  t&e  <5reen  vy  p< 
Where  we’ll  not  wa^t'gbld  nor 
while  bilhcps  havi  oygnt  1 
We  live  here  like  fquires,  pr 


tilver,  behold* 
their  purfe." 
lords  of  renown, 

■  without  e’er  a  foot  of  free  land; 

\Ve  feafton  good  cheer,  with  winp,  ale,  andbeej. 

and  every  thing  at  oujr  command.  \ 

Then  n»ufic  and  dancing  did  nniftt  the  day  ; 

at  length  when  the  fun  waxed  low. 

Then  all  the  whole  'train  fhe  grove  did  refrain, 
and  into  their  caves  they  did  go.  ,  * 

And  fo  ever  after  as  Jong  as  they  liv  d,. 
although  he  was  proper  and  tall. 

Yet  neverthelefs  the  truth  to  expvefs,  ( 

ft  ill  Kittle  John  they  did  him  call. 


wmi 

gatDDcni 

ts  Of  ’gTfl 

CD^XBOit  gl 

wvw-i  Jn  2J 

a™**? 

And  when  the  bUhop  ofHdttford  came  by, 
they  abont  the  lire  did  go.  _ 

O,  what  is  thd  mattery  then  ifid  the  bilhop, 
or  for  whom  do  yoti  w*fec  this  ado?  » 

Or  why  do  you  kill  the  king’s  venifon, 
and  your  company  is  fo  few  ? 

We  are  fliepherds,  laid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
and  we  keep  fheep  all  the  year  i 
*  And  we  are  difpos’d  to  be  merry  to-day; 
and  kill  of  the  king’s  fat  deer. 

You  are  brave  fellows,  faid  the  bifhop, 
but  the  king  of  your  doings  lhail  know ; 
Therefore  make  hafte,  and  come  along  with  me 
for  before  the  king  you  lhall  go. 

O  Pardon,  O  pardon,  (aid  bold  Robin  Hood.1 
O  pardon,  I  thee  pray. 


I 
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No  pardon;  n<i  ] 
no  pardon  |,tj 


Then  JRebig  fet  Jiis  b^ck  agafnff  a  tree, 
and  his  foot  again  It  a  thorn. 

And  from  underneath  hi»  ihepherd’s  coat. 

he  pnFJ’d  cut  his  bogle  horn.^  t 
He  put  the  little  end  to  hrs  mouth, 
and  a  loud  blaft  he  did  blow,  *  . 

Til!  threefcore  and  ten  of  Robin  Hood's  men 
came  running  all  in  a  row.; 

All  ttha kin  yt  obedience  to  bold  Robin  Hood* 
’t.wa&.a  comely  fight  for  to  fee  :  .  . 

What  is  the  matter,,  faid  Little  John, 

that,  you  blow  fo  il  y  ?  * 

O  hefe  is  the  bifhop  of  Hereford, 
and  no  pardpn  w«  Hull  have  ; 

Cut  ofF  his  head,  mailer,  faid  Little  John* 
and  throw  him  into  his  grave. 

O  pardon,  O  pardon,  faid  the  bifhop* 

O  pa  d.  nfT  thre  pray  ; 

For  it  i  had  known  it  had  been  y .  u , 

I’d  gore  feme  other  wav. 

No  pard.  n,  no  pardon,  faid  Robin  Head, 
no  pard  n,  1  thee  ewe  ; 

Therelort*  make  hafle,  and  come  along  with  me, 
for  to  merry  Bur  it  id  ale  you  tha.ll  go. 

Then  Robin  took  the  hilltop  by  the  hand, 
and  led  him  to  r  etry  Bamfdale, 

He  made  him  li ay  and  lup  with  him  that  night, 
and  to  drink  wine,  beer,  and  ale. 

Call  in  the  reckoning,  faid  die  bifhop, 
ior  iuethinks  it  grows  wond’rous  high: 


Thej>  kittle  jqbjfc  took 
And  outof 


and  I’Jl  teff >qtf*yd|#a  $$E>  !  ■* 

The®  Eittle 

/  a»d:i|^Biti4,;tt ' 

he  took  three  hundred  pound*. 
Here’s  riioefey  enoogh,  tn after,  faid  -JLitti 

and  a  epniidy  tigfjy^i'  tf  ftje ; 

It  makes  me  ip  charity  with  the  bifbop 
tho*  he  heartily  ioveth  not  me. 

Robin  Hood  took  'the  biftiop  by  the  him 


i .  Robin  rj  ocd  and  the  •valiant  Knight ;  together 
nvith  an  Account  of  his  Death  and  Burial ,  Life., 

7  une  ^  of  Robin  Heed  and  the  fifteen  Forefiers. 

\  7  HEN  R«bin  Hcodand  his  merry  men  all, 
’  ¥  derry,  derry,  down, 
had  reigned  many  years, 
king  was  then  to W  he  had  been  too  bold 
to  ins  bifhops  and  nob!e  peers. 

Hey  down,  deny,  defry  gov.r. 


intentional  second  exposure 
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fybin  Hood  and  the  <valiant  Knight ;  together, 
with  an  Account  of  his  Death  and  Burial^ 

* Fune )  of  Rabin  Hood  and  the  fifteen  Forqflers. 

T  7HEN  Robin  Hcod.and  his  merry  men  al  J, 

(y  derry,  derry,  down, 

had  reigned  many  years, 

ie  king  was  then  coW  he  had  .been  too  bold 

to  his  biihops  and  noble  peers. 

Hey  down,  derry,  derry  down. 


That  one  Ihould  be  feat  to  try  the  event, 
and  fetch  him  away  with  fp6ed. 

Therefore  a  ttufty  and  worthy  knight 
a  the  king  was  pleas’d  to  caJJ, 

Sir  William  by  name,  when  t6  hfm  be  cagae 
he  told  him  his  pleafore  alj* 

Go  you  from  hence  to  bold  Rpbin  Hood, 
and  bid  him  without  more  ado, 

Surrender  himfelf,  or  elfe  the  proud  elf 
lhall  fuiFpr  with  all  hhs  crew.  c 

Take  here  an  hundred  .bowmen  brave, 
all  chofen  men  of  might, 

Of  excellent  art,  for  to  take  thy  part, 
in  glittering  armour  bright. 

Then  fafd  the  knight,  my.fov’reign  liege, 
by  me  they  lhall  be  led ;  .  f 

i  11  venture  my  blood  againft  Robin  Hood, 
and  brmg  him  alive  or  dead. 

One  hundred  men  were  chofen  ftraight, 
as  proper  a6  e’er  a  man  faw ; 

On  midfu miner  day  they  inarch’d  away* 

^  to  Conquer  that  braye  outlaw. 

With  long  yew  bows  and  lhining  fpears, 
they  march’d  in  mickle  pride, 

And  never  delay’d,  or  halted,  or  (laid, 
till  they  came  to  the  Green  Wood  fidfiv 
Said  he  to  his  archers,  tarry  here, 
your  bows  make  ready  all. 

That  need  Ihould  be,  you  may  follow  ' 
and  fee  that  you  obferve  mv  calk 


to  tht  ifenr 


^hRo^nJEifipd 
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all  chofen  j#ep  pf  might, 

of 

in  gHttpfing  armoijrbright. 

Then  fafd  the  knight,  myUev’reigii  liege, 
by  me  they  fhall  be  led ;  *  „ ,  r 

I’ll  venture  nay  blood  againfl  Robin  Hood, 
and  bring  him  alive  or  dead. 

One  hundred  men  were  chofen  flraight, 
as  proper  as  e’er  a  man  fawj 
On  midfummer  day  they  raarph?d  away, 
to  conquer  that  braye  outlaw. 

With  long  yew  bows,  and  ihining  fpears, 
they  march’d  in  mickle  pride, 

And  never  delay’d,  or  halted,  or  ftaid, 
till  they  came  to  tfye  Green  Wood  fide- 
Said  he  to  his  archers,  tarry  here,  - 
your  bows  make  ready  all. 

That  need  fhould  be,  you  may/fqllow  m£> 
and  fpe  that  you  obferye  my  calk 


Botd  Robin  we  find  he  was  not  behind, 

now  this  was  a  Woody  fray ; 

The  archers  oh  both  fidesb^nt  their  bows, 
and  clouds  pf  arrows  flew  ; 

The  very  firfl  flight  that  honoured  knight 
did  thefe  bid  the  world  adieu. 

Yet  nevertbelefs  iheir  fight  did  laft 
from  morning  till  almoft  noon; 

Both  parties  were  flout,  and  loath  to  give  out, 
this  was  oil  the  lafl  of  June. 

_At  length  they  went  off ;  one  party  they  went 
for  London  with  free  good  will; 

And  Robin  Hood  he  to  the  Gjregn  Wood  Tjee, 
and  there  he  was  taken  ill. 


*  to-  Flanders,  F ***«•>  «•*  Spain, 

And  other*  lb  Rome,  for  fear  of  their  doom^ 
butfoon  return'd  again.  V 
Thfis  he  that  ne'er  fear'd  bow  nor  fpear 
was  murder’d  by  letting  of  blood  ; 

And  fo,  loving  friends  the  dor ynow  ends 
of  valiant  bold  Robin  Hood. 

There's  nothing  remainshbt  his  epitaph  now 
which,  reader,  here  you  have : 

To  this  very  day  scad  it  you  Stay, 
as  it  is  upon  his  grave. 

EPITAPH. 

ROBERT,  Earl  of  ‘Huntingdon, 

Lies  here,  his  labour  being  done  s 
No  archer  tike  him  was  fo  good , 

His  wildneft  nam'd  him  robin  hood. 

For  thirteen  years,  and Jomewhat  more , 

T heft  Northern  part's  he  vexed  fore  i 
Such  outlaws  as  he  and  bis  men. 

May  England  never  know  again . 


*  _s 
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